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Response
to Katrina
is swift,
generous

By The Rev. Liz Beasley

CHRONICLE EDITOR

When Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast
in late August, Episcopalians in Hawai‘i searched
for ways to help those affected. Bishop Richard
Chang immediately issued a call to all congrega-
tions to take up offerings for Episcopal Relief and
Development (ERD). He says, “I am grateful for the
support that the churches and individuals of this
Diocese have given.”

As of mid-October, 14 congregations and
schools reported collecting more than $50,000 for
ERD for hurricane relief in the Gulf, through Sun-
day collections and special events. Calvary Church,
Kane‘ohe, had planned a yard sale for September
17 to help fund an October mission trip to Juarez,
Mexico. The church immediately diverted the
funds to ERD for hurricane relief.

St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Honolulu, hosted a ma-
Jor fundraiser, entitled “A Night in Old New Or-
leans: A Food and Jazz Fest,” on Sept. 16 and 17. Or-
ganized by the Rev. Honey Becker, a deacon at the
Cathedral and a native of New Orleans, the meal
included traditional New Orleans fare, such as
chicken and sausage gumbo and Bananas Foster.
Following the meal were musical offerings from the
pianist Tennyson Stevens, the City of Refuge Gospel
Choir, the Jolani Jazz Band, and other jazz, Dix-
leland, and Delta blues. The food and music were
donated, and the event generated $15,000 for ERD.

Sherron Dudoit and John Kaapuni, Jr. from
Grace Church, Moloka'i, and their cousin, Dustin
Calairo, joined members of Kaunakakai Baptist
Church and the Moloka‘i Catholic Community for

Continued on Page C

Food and music from New Orleans fill St. An-
drew’s Cathedral during the “Night in 0ld New Or-
leans” fundraiser in September. The event raised
$15,000 in aid for victims of Hurricane Katrina.
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

The common theme found in the
newsletters and bulletins of congregations
of our Diocese recently is stewardship. The
fall is a time when stewardship receives
special attention in congregational life. In
my reading of these newsletters and bul-
letins it is evident that each of our congre-
gations begins their stewardship education

from a different place. For some, this
~ year’s plan is a return to the basics of stew-

ardship and its many facets. Other congre-
gations are building upon educational
programs they had begun in years past.
Many congregations are giving special
attention to the stewardship of all the gifts
that God has given us. Attention is given to
the reality that all that we possess is from
and of God. The skills and talents that we
use to earn a living as well as the time that
we have for leisure and ministry are gifts
from a loving and caring God. We are
asked as to what kind of stewards, or “ten-

" ants of the Lord’s vineyard,” we are. Con-
gregations are inviting its members into
~deeper personal and prayerful reflection

on how each member exercises steward-
ship each day of their lives.

As 1 have read these newsletters and

bulletins, I feel drawn into reflection of my
own stewardship. This is an exercise that
Dee and I have undertaken in November
each year. We understand this as an exer-
cise of faith. For us, stewardship is a faith
question. '

As many of you already know, I strongly
believe that we must ask ourselves the

‘Al things come of thee,

The Right Rev.
Richard S.0. Chang

BIsHOP OF HAWAI'T

‘question of faith before we calculate our

pledges in time, talent, and treasure. Faith -

shapes how we decide to use the blessings
that God has given us.

" Dee and I have never felt that God has
not blessed us. We have been blessed in

- ways that we have recognized and in ways

that we have not yet understood. Regard-
less, we have been thankful stewards. And
because of this, we always begin with the

tithe as the minimum for our giving in the -

church. Our giving in the wider communi-

ty is beyond that. For us this is our way of
. affirming our faith in a generous God and

living as faithful stewards.
I pray that this November each mem-

ber of the church will seriously and prayer-

fully reflect upon their stewardship of the
gifts and abundance that God has given,
regardless of size or amount or value.

As a beginning, ask yourself the ques-
tion, “Am I being a good steward as a disci-
ple of Jesus Christ?” Then, ask yourself the
question, “Is my practice of stewardship
grounded in my faith in Jesus Christ, so
that living my baptismal covenant is prac-
ticing stewardship?” Ask these two ques-
tions before you ask yourself what amount
you will write on your pledge card.

X

O Lord...

BisHOP’S
VISITATION
SCHEDULE

NOVEMBER 2005
NOV. 6. St. Nicholas’, Kapolei
Nov. 13 ..........St. Clement’s, Honolulu
‘Nov. 27 ...........St. Andrew’s, Honolulu
DECEMBER 2005
Dec. 4., St. George’s, Honolulu
Dec. 11...cceeeueeneeen...Grace, Moloka'i
Dec 18, St. Augustine’s,

Kapaau, Hawai'i
Dec. 25........ St. Andrew’s (Christmas)

NOVEMBER 2005
Jan. 8......... St. Matthew’s, Waimanalo
Jan. 22 ...............St. Peter’s, Honolulu
Jan. 29 .o St. John’s, Eleele,

and St. Paul's, Kekaha
(Episcopal Church.on
West Kaua'i)

Do you really believe these words that
you have recited many times in our wor-
ship, “All things come of thee, O Lord,
and of thine own have we given thee”™

Faithfully yours,
+Richard

Living out our faith in verbs of action

Editor’s Note: Thanksgiving is one of my fa-
vonite holidays. It is a time to veflect with grati-
tude on the gifis God has given us and a time lo
recognize our bonds with others. So our November
issue is focused on giving and thanksgiving. In-
cluded here are stories of hurricane velief, help for
the hungry, and stewardship. Instead of my usu-
al column, I am printing a report on the Stew-
ardship workshop held on September 10, by Leo
Loyola, of St. John’s Bythe-Sea, Kahalu'u,
reprinted from the church newsletter, the Hooulu.

[Reflecting on the call of the Diocesan
Strategic Plan to evangelize,] if it is our re-
sponsibility as Christians to evangelize, how
do we go about doing so? What is it that
keeps people — what makes people feel
uneasy — from inviting people to a place
they personally enjoy?

To explore these and other questions, I
sat in on a stewardship conference, aptly

- named “Do We Trust God Enough?” Facil-

itated by Rev. Canon Bob Fitzpatrick and
the Stewardship Committee, this was an
opportunity for the Diocese to train laity to
become better “extensions of Christ,” as
Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold phrased.

“What is the nature of stewardship?”
Bob asked, as he stood before the crowd in
the St. George meeting room. “If you're
here to save the budget...if you're here to
save the vicar’s salary, close the church.
This is about God. If [your church] is gath-
ering because they are nice people, then
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you should collect dues.” Bold statements,
and immediately I knew that I would find
the answers I was hoping to find.

He continued: “Where does your pic-
ture of God come from? Where you’re wor-

' ried, there your God or demon dwells.... If

your God is clouded by fear—a sense of in-
security—you have no reason to share.” For
church growth to truthfully occur, it must
start off as an extension of our beliefs in
God. By nature we are also giving and lov-
ing children of God and should act like-
wise. We do what we do because we are “ex-

“tensions of Christ.”

Bob went to the whiteboard and had
people from the group read several read-
ings from the Book of Matthew (“The book
that most tells us what it-might look like to
be a follower of Jesus at that time,” Bob
said), specifically Matthew 22:34-40; 25:31-
46; and 28:16-20. From the passage in
Matthew 22, three concepts of our faith
could be found in God’s greatest laws: (1)
Put God above all else; (2) Love God, oth-
ers and ourselves; (3) Follow rules 1 and 2.

From the passage of Matthew 25, Bob
asked the group to pick out the verbs that
are examples of how to love others. Words
like gave, welcome, took care, and wisit were
shouted out. From the last passage, Bob
asked the group to again pick out the
verbs. The group shouted words like wor-
ship, baptize, make disciples, teach, and remem-
ber. These verbs, Bob said, are the “building

blocks of serving,” the end goal to why we
as Christians give, welcome, and malama
others.

He looked up from the board and con-
cluded: “Stewardship begins with every
minute of every day. Being followers of
Christ is lived only in verbs rather than be-
liefs. Show your neighbor how you live and
you show them your faith. How you live is
how you share (with others) what you got
from God. Faith is uncomfortable: to fol-
low Jesus means that our lives are changed.
Is it a choice or is (being-a Christian) the
way (we are)? While our faith is based on
belief, ultimately it is what we do that mat-
ters.”

Essentially whether we are actively invit-
ing people to church or involved in other
ministries, we do these things because-it is
our nature and duty as Christians to share
what God has given us. What we share of
ourselves is both in relation to how we re-
late to God and others and who we are as
individuals. And it can be simply defined by
what Jesus said when tested by a lawyer on
which of God's laws were the most impor-
tant: “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your Soul,
and with all your mind.’” This is the greatest
and first commandment. And 2 second is
like it: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets” (Matt.
22:34-40). ,



Operation Backpack is success-filled

Operation Backpack on Oct. 9 assem-
bled a number of items that the participat-
ing churches had been collecting over the
previous several months for distribution to
the needy on O‘ahu.

The items were primarily toiletries,
school supplies, and paper goods. These
items often are not available through oth-
er avenues, such as food banks, but their
cost can be daunting for someone with
limited resources.

Operation Backpack is a joint project of
the Windward Episcopal churches, plus St.
Clement’s and St. Andrew’s Priory, along
with several Lutheran congregations.

The churches divided up the list of de-
sired items to be contributed by their mem-
bers. People also could give toys, dolls,
stuffed animals, books, McDonald’s gift
certificates, and movie certificates. The Pri-
ory contributed almost 1,000 food items.

The ministry serves people from four
different groups: elderly individuals living
in low-income housing; people living on
the beaches near Waianae; families living
in a homeless transitional housing unit
near Barber’s Point; and clients of Angel
Network, an outreach ministry of Calvary-
by-the-Sea Lutheran Church. Pacific

Health Ministries assists in the ministry

with the first two of these groups.

The groups had requested which items
they needed most. On Oct. 9, volunteers
divided all the items collected into batches
to be taken to each site.

Individuals at the different sites re-

CAITILIN EMBREE

Wink and Carol Arnott of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Kailua, pack up toiletries for distrib-
ution to 0‘ahu’s needy as part of Operation Backpack, a joint Episcopal/Lutheran ministry.

ceived a tote bag (hence the name “Oper-
ation Backpack”) for filling with whatever
items were needed.

In 2004, Operation Backpack gave out
more than 500 tote bags. Caitilin Embree,
of St. Christopher’s, Kailua, one of the or-
ganizers, says that this year they had 390

 totés, but many more than that for some of

the items — for example, 600 bottles of

shampoo.

Operation Backpack began as an out-
growth of “Christmas Child,” in which
items were collected and sent overseas.
The Rev. Peter Champion, of Emmanuel
Church, Kailua, and Pastor Ruth Peterson
from Joy of Christ Lutheran Church, Aiea,
decided to start a similar program for dis-

~ tribution to individuals on O‘ahu.

Kay Kunisawa

Joy Webster displays some of the Iood available from the Food Pantry at St. John’s,
Kula. Each weekend, volunteers prepare donated food for dlstrlhutlon to the needy.

9am —
"%?\59

CAROL CONNELL
The Rev. Alison Dingley, Priest-in-Charge of St. Stephen’s, Wahiawa, hands a check
from the Diocese’s Mission Fund to St. Stephen’s Food Pantry manager Harns Bonnell.

Mission Fund

helps hungry

of Hawai

In August, nine agencies serving the hun-
gry in Hawai'i received more than $36,000
from the Episcopal churches in the state,
through the Diocese’s annual Mission Fund.
The gifts ranged from $3,600 to $4,500,
based on how many people the agency
serves. The agencies, which had been nomi-
nated by Episcopal congregations familiar
with their ministry, are as follows:

e Kokua Food Basket, St. Matthew’s
Church, Waimanalo

e St. Patrick’s Catholic Church Outreach
Center, Palolo

* St. Stephen's Food Pantry, St. Stephen’s
Church, Wahiawa

° Saving the Food Basket,food for. people
living with HIV/AIDS

e Molokai Salvation Army

® St. John’s Food Pantry, St. John’s, Kula

e Maui Salvation Army

e Hale Ho'omalu, Kapa‘a

e St. Benedict’s Catholic Church, Kona

Begun in 2003, the Mission Fund is the
Diocese’s annual collection during the 50
days of the Easter season. Fach year, the Dio-
cese chooses a purpose or project for the
Mission Fund from one of three mission foci:
within the Diocese of Hawai‘i, within the
State of Hawai'i, or in the international com-
munity. This year the Diocesan Council
chose the mission focus to be helping the
hungry of Hawai'i.
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a week of outreach from October 4-11 in
Bogalusa, La. They renovated the home
of a disabled woman, Miss Dorothy, and
helped with other projects in Bogalusa.
Before they left, Grace Church collected.,
an outreach offering and Bibles to be dis-
tributed by the team.

The younger members of the DIOCCS€
also showed a desire to help. Megan and
Colton Sowers, members of the Sunday
school at Trinity By-the-Sea, Kihei, Maui;
suggested that the church collect stuffed
animals to send to children in the Gulf. So
far the church has four dozen animals
that they are sending to a parish in
Arkansas that is helping Katrina refugees.

Some congregations, such as Holy Na-
tivity, Honolulu; St. Christopher’s, Kailua;
and St. Nicholas, Kapolei, are establishing
relationships with individuals or churches
affected. St. Christopher’ s is one of five
“Adopting Congregations” of St. Thomas’
Church in Diamondhead, Miss.

A teacher at Holy Nativity, Vicky Morri-
son, formerly taught at the East Hancock
Elementary School in Kiln, Miss., a town -

‘near Diamondhead. Morrison has been

in touch with the principal in Kiln and is
hand-delivering a check for $15,000 from
Holy Nativity to be used for school sup-
plies for the children. The money comes
from a total of $35,000 that Holy Nativity
has raised so far: $25,000 from an anony-
mous donor and $10,000 from a donation
from their Thrift Shop.

In addition, the Thrift Shop will do-
nate the entire proceeds from their Holi-

~ day Festival on November 5, which in the

past has yielded between $15 000 and
$20,000.

@ Go to:

For a complete list of responses by
the congregations of the Diocese:
www.episcopalhawaii.org/ViewArticle.
php?key=305

Chaplaincies office
coordinating effort
for companion
relationships

In response to Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita, the Office of the Bishop
Suffragan for Chaplaincies of the
Episcopal Church is coordinating
companion relationships between
Episcopal dioceses, congregations,
and institutions.

The system, called “We Will Stand
With You,” which is supported by the
Diocese of Hawai‘i, was outlined
Sept. 22 during the fall meeting of
the House of Bishops.

@ Go to:

For more information:
www.ecusa-chaplain.org
/wswy_portal.html




~ Priory School receives accolades for fundr

] ]

The Priory School recently received a spe-
.~ cial plaque from World Vision for their 2005
participation in that agency’s 30-Hour Famine.
World Vision thanked the participants for be-
Ing one of their best 30-Hour Famine groups
in the nation and one of the highest fundrais-
ers for the 2005 30-Hour Famine. The group
raised $5,188.02.

Thirteen Priory students fasted on March
21-22, 2005, during Holy Week, but many
more students participated in other ways. They
used the event to raise awareness about
hunger and to help the hungry. From fifth
grade up, there was a contest between the
classes to see which class could collect the most
money. The winning class in each of the mid-
dle school and high school was rewarded with
a pizza party. -

The 13 girls who fasted made information
signs about hunger, which they took down-
town at lunch hour, along with plastic jugs for
collecting donations. During the lunch after
the Chrism Mass on March 22, the clergy of
the Diocese heard a presentation from the stu-
dents and offered donations. (The students
still had about an hour to go before they could
eat.) The group also gave sandwiches, which
they had made, to people who are homeless at
Ala Moana Beach Park.

Another activity demonstrated how easy it is
to fall into the ranks of the hungry. The group
of 13 students divided into “family groups.”
Each “family” was given the formula for figur-
ing the amount they would receive in welfare
and food stamps. They then read the ‘classi-
fieds to find housing and figured out monthly
expenses. They computed how much money
- they could spend on food per day and then
per meal. Each family group went shopping at
Safeway with a list of how much they could
spend for one meal, which the Rev. Susan
Champion, Chaplain of the Priory, then pur- -
chased.

T

gela, Emily, Misha,

Shanna, Michelle, Emelia,
_and Kaitlyn.

efforts to raise awareness
about hunger.
. Bottom right: One “family

after computing how mugch

they were living on welfare
and food stamps.

“PHOTOS BY THE REV. Susan CHAMPION

group” shops for a meal on
the money they had left over

aising fast

s Top: Priory students participat-
ing in a 30-hour fast gather at
Ala Moana Beach Park after
serving sandwiches they had
made to those who are home-
less. L to R: Malia, Mimi, An-

Stephanie, Sabrina, Minone,

Bottom left: Gia, Shanna, and
Angela make signs and “mon-
ey collectors” (out of plastic
jugs) to collect money down-
town at lunch hour during their

they would need for housing
and other regular expenses if

Worship and épecial ’oserva‘nces for all people
in the Episcopal Church throughout the state.
St. Andrew’s Cathedral

Corner of Queen Emma Square
and Beretania Streets in Honolulu

808-524-2822
Organ Recital and Choral‘Evensong Nov. 6
Free. 7:30 p.m. 7
Lessons and Carols Dec. 4
Free. 7:30 p.m.
Carols at St. Andrews Dec. 9
Free.7:30 p.m.

A different CPR training

No, not the usual kind, but a Christ-Powered Revival for senior high
students, grades 9-12, at Camp Mokule‘ia, O‘ahu, on December 9-11.
The retreat is about setting hearts on fire with the new breath and life
God offers us in Jesus Christ. It's about becoming authentic followers
of Jesus and bringing God’s revival to the world. '

The cost is $80 per person. Some scholarship money is available. '
Register by November 11. ‘

@ Go to:

For a poster, forms, and contact information, see the Youth and Young
Adults page at www.episcopalhawaii.org
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COMING SOON (EVENTS AROUND THE DIOCESE) | /
www.episcopaIhawaii.org/caIendar/calendar.php /
: NOVEMBER Dec. 4 Lessons and Carols,
Nov. 3 Honolulu Cleri 10 - ) St. Andrew’s, 7:30 pm
ov. Sto nPOetueE’s ericus, 10-am, Dec. 8 Resource Development Dept.
o o meeting, 11:30 am
Nov.5  Emerging Generations Dec.9  Carols at St. Andrew’s, 7:30 pm
Commission meeting, MacCray 911 Senior Hi v
Center, 10 am-3 pm Dec. 9-11  Senior High Retreelnt '
Nov. 6 Cathedral Evensong, 7:30 pm gec. }? 13 Egaco:leomrgun:cty meeting
Nov. 11-12 Planning for Tomorrow °c. 11- vent biergy Conference
: Conference :
Nov. 12 gg‘;‘igﬁgfﬁtrﬁxgganza’ Jan. 2-3 - New Year's Holiday;
‘ » Ra © Bishop’s Offices ciosed
Nov. 13~ World Hunger Sunday Jan. 5 Honolulu Clericus, 10 am,
Nov. 18-19 Diocgsan Council orienpation and St. Peter’s :
meeting, Camp Mokule‘ia Jan. 6 Resource Development Dept.
Nov. 24-25 Thapksgiving Holiday, o meeting, 11:30 am
: - Office of the Bishop closed Jan. 12" Commission on Ministry, 2 pm
DECEMBER = Jan. 13-15 VOCARE
R o Jan. 16 Martin Luther King Jr. holiday;
Dec. 1 gtonPOeltlel:{SCIGI’lCUS, 10am, Bishop’s Offices closed
Dec. 3 Emerging Generations Jan. 21 Cpuncﬂ Dept. mgetmgs, 9am
Commission meeting Jan. 21 Diocesan Council, 12:30 pm
For a full schedule of events, activities, and meetings around the Diocese, check out the Calendar
of Events on episcopalhawaii.org. Updated regularly, event submissions are welcomed.
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