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Three holy women
break new ground

Episcopal Church
observes 30 years
ordaining women

By Sarah T. Moore
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Together they total 74 years of min-
isbry on Moloka'i, Maui and O'ahu.

Three women, blazing the trail for
generations of women to come, plant-

ed their feet in the islands as priests as
soon as the Episcopal Church voted to
ordain women.

Lynette Schaefer, Heather MueUer-

Fitch and AUson Dingley were among
the first women ordained in the Epis-
copal Church. Together they tally
nearly three quarters of a century serv-

ing in unique island settings.
Moloka'i, with 7,000 residents, has

no stoplights and is said to be the most
"Hawaiian" of the islands. The Friend-

ly Isle, the fifth largest island in the
Hawaiian archipelago, it comprises
260 square mfles in area, 38 nules long,

and 10 miles wide at its widest pomt. Its
quiet, local, family values and unfet-

tered Ufestyle are reflected in one,

longdme ministry of the Rev. Lynette
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Continued on Page G

L-R: The Rev. A!ison Dingley, the
Rev. Heather Mueller-Fitch and the
Rev. Lynette Schaefer.

PHOTO BY SARAH T. MOORE
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Faith community engaged in call
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

I believe that Jesus Christ calls each of
us to the exercise ministry as the expres-

sion of our discipleship. I believe that the
invitation to ministry comes at different
times, in different ways, and in different
places throughout our life dmes.

There are times when the chaotic
noise of the world prevents us from hear-

ing and accepting the invitation of Jesus
to ministry. There are times when our

own self-interest blocks our ears and

blinds our eyes to hear the voice of Jesus
and to see the presence of our Savior that

draws us to ministry. There are times

when we intentionally close ourselves to
any possibility of ministry, in order to es-
cape the responsibility of our baptismal
covenant. And there are even times when

the institutional church and our commu-

nity of faith is the obstruction to the call
of Christ Jesus.

And yet, Jesus continues to invite us to

ministry that "seeks and serves all peo-

pie." Ours must be a firm commitment to

discernment, personal and corporate, re-

gardless of the obstacles that are set be-

fore or within us.

Prayerful listening helps to open our
ears to hear the voice of Jesus to proclaim
in word and deed the Good News to all
peoples. Personal discernment demands

spirituality rooted in prayer and the study
of Holy Scripture.

Most of us depend upon ourselves as
we engage in ministry discernment. All
too often aspirants say that they have
heard a call to ordained ministry, but

The Right Rev.
Richard S.O. Chang

BISHOP OF HAWAI'I

theirs is a call not discerned by their com-
munity of faith.

Ministry discernment must involve the
community of faith of which the individ-
ual is member and in which some form of
personal ministry already being exer-

cised. The community helps the individ-
ual to overcome the blockades prevent-

ing the affirmation of the call or the ac-
ceptance of the call. This would be true of
lay and ordained ministry.

The presence of a discernment group

within every congregation and communi-

ty of faith in our diocese would be an ever
present reminder that we must always be

engaged in personal discernment for
ministry.

I invite each of us to prayerfully seek to
discern the invitation of Jesus to ministry
as faithful disciples. Whether as usher, al-

tar guild, Sunday school teacher, acolyte,
youth worker, Eucharisdc minister or visi-
tor, church leader, or aspirant for Holy
Orders, we have the gifts and grace of
God in Christ to serve.

Hear the invitation. Accept the invita-

tion. Seek and serve Christ in all people.
Amen.

Faithfully in the Christ who calls
+Richard
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BISHOP'S
VISITATION
SCHEDULE

JULY 2005

July 3.....................St. Paul, Honolulu

July 17......Good Samaritan, Honolulu

July 24............St. Elizabeth, Honolulu

AUGUST 2005

Aug. 14 ......................Holy Innocents,

Lahaina, Maui

Aug. 28..................St. Mary, Honolulu

SEPTEIVJBER 2005

Sept. 11 .................Trinity By-the-Sea,

Kihei, Maui

Sept. 18...St. Philip's, Waianae, O'ahu

Sept. 25....House of Bishop's meeting

OCTOBER 2005

Oct. 2...........St. Michael & All Angels,

Lihue, Kaua'i

Oct. 9..................St. Luke's, Honolulu

Oct. 16................St. John, Kula, Maui

Oct. 23...............................St. James,

Kamuela, Hawaii

This special place and work, part of me always
We have moved many times yet clearly

coming and going from the islands is a
daunting task. I am immersed in sched-

ules, Matson shipping details, deadlines
for work, and graceful farewells. It is never

easy to leave a place. However, had we not

left Sewanee we would
not have experienced

the wonderful three
years here in Hawai'i.

For this both David and
I are thankful and feel
blessed. Our life and
ministry has grown by
being among you and
the learnings that this
place and myriad cul-
tures have brought to
us. Thank you all for

inviting us into your lives and embracing
us with the warmth and care of God's love

and light.
This last issue has been a labor of love

and work for months. I was determined to

provide the Diocese of Hawai'i with the
stories of ministry of three remarkable
women in our midst and the many other

women who have served here. It is both to

tell their stories to inspire and inform, but
also to provide a chronicle for the history
of this diocese. This historical record is
important to capture for the life of the
church. Few, I have found, realize it has

been 30 years since women could be or-

Sarah T. Moore

CHRONICLE
EDITOR

darned in our church. And fewer still are

aware of the longtime gift of ministry
these and other women have made as they

journeyed to this stage in their life. Ob-
serve and celebrate those faithful women
among us, both told here and unrecorded
— lay and ordained — those who serve

with love, grace, dignity, and power.

In many ways, Hawai'i has led the way,
not only in affirming the ordained min-
istry of women, but also teaching the Epis-
copal Church that diversity of culture and
ethnicity enriches us all. In no small way
that is due to open-minded men who have

espoused and embraced the ministry of
all believers, and that "there be no out-

casts," to quote Edmond Browning.

Though one of the smallest dioceses in
the church, we enrich this denomination.
We must work harder to help young
women and men from this diocese con-

sider ordinadon as well as lay vocations in
the church. Church ministry is an exdt-

ing, compassionate, rewarding vocation.

Encourage those young people who orbit
in your world to think about a calling to
ordination or lay ministry while we have
among us such role models of service as

Lynette, Heather and Alison.

I am pleased that the Rev. Elizabeth
Beasley will continue the work of commu-

nications in the diocese. She will provide
her own personality on the publications
and electronic networking of this place

and I hope you will give her your 100 per-
cent support. She will divide her time as
vicar of St. John's by the Sea in Kaneohe,
so her plate will be fuU. She is excited to
take on this ministry. I am pleased it has
grown and I wiU leave it with expanding
possibilides.

A final thanks to Elizabeth House for

her outstanding work in design and lay-
out, insightful understanding of this dio-
cese and working with me to provide an
eye-catching and engaging publication.
She will continue to work with Liz Beasley
and move this paper along into new ways.

When I took on this job and ministry I
told Bishop Chang my goal would be to
provide stories of the people of the dio-
cese — to inspire, inform, and tell the

lives of the many who make this church
and its life an important piece of the state
of Hawai'i. I wanted people to look for-

ward to receiving the Hawaiian Church
Chronicle each month, not just scan it and
throw it away as just one more overload of

paper into your house. Many of you have
written, called and emailed me to indicate
we have succeeded. Many have said they
look forward to receiving this paper each
month. I thank Bishop Chang for the op-
portunity to serve, to you all for welcom-
ing me in your midst to tell your stories,
and to God who has led me on the path
that brought me to this special place and
work. You are a part of me always.
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With folks like these, church in good hands
By Sarah T. Moore

"My grandpa, he holds God in his
heart."

Ryan Kusumoto looks fondly at his
grandfather eating lunch and stresses,
"this [interview] needs to be about him,
not about me. He has been quiet but effec-

dve and unselfish with what he has given to
the diocese," says the 30-yearold senior fi-

nancial analyst at Hawai'i Pacific Health.
Yet Ryan's grandfather, Arthur K.

Kusumoto, 77, many years a leader in

parish, dio(:ese and national church Ufe,

sees Ryan as one of the next generation to
whom he passes the baton of leadership m
the church.

"Grandma and I are proud of you be-

cause you became part of the church in

your own way," echoes Art Kusumoto to his

grandson, who was a young acolyte at Holy

Nativity Church and lolani School and par-
dcipated in youth leadership events as a
young adult.

Ryan was elected a deputy to General
Convention at the Annual Meeting of Con-

vendon in October 2004 and will represent
Hawai'i at the gathering of church leaders
in Columbus, Ohio next summer. He was

appointed by Bishop Richard Chang to at-
tend a regional gathering of church lead-
ers for the Province of the Pacific, Province
VIII of the church in the western United

States in Pordand, Ore. this July.
Ryan Kusumoto dearly thmks about his

faith, society, the world and the church,

and is thankful for being brought up in a
family where faith and church mattered.

"What's really important is that my
grandpa and grandmother and my dad,
not like many young families now, began
by taking me to church at a young age and
through high school, when lots of things
happen. That's the time most young peo-

pie don't go to church. But for them, it's

providing the foundation and brings me
closer to understanding my own faith."

"No matter what, I knew [because of

church] I would always have a home some-
where. I want to provide that same type of

experience for my own kids," stresses Ryan
who with his wife Erin has two daughters,
Madison, 3, and Marissa, 15 months.

Tradition is important, but so is adapt-
ing to the times, says Ryan. "With new

^SvSS^'.^

Art Kusumoto and grandson, Ryan share lunch, discussing church and faith.

models that are out there, some thmgs win

stand the test of rime.

"Part of my passion is definitely to see

young adult relations flourish in the Epis-

copal Church. But overall, the church

needs to develop at the parish level. I'd like

to see both happen, but first want to con-

tribute at the parish," he says. The young

Kusumoto are members of Epiphany
Church, Kaimuki.

Art and his wife JuUa, are members of

St. John's, Kula, Maui. While living on

O'ahu, they attended Holy Nativity

Church, where they were baptized and
confirmed. Married at St. Andrew's Cathe-

dral, they are celebratmg 53 years of mar-

nage.

Art has been a sbc-term deputy to Gen-

eral Convention from Hawai'i—gone to

every convention since 1988. He served

two terms (eightyears) on diocesan Stand-

ing Committee and is in his third year of
the Commission on Ministry. He has been

a vestry member, treasurer, convention

delegate, and Standing Committee and

Diocesan Council member, serving on fi-

nance, real estate, and planned giving

committees. He chaired the clergy com-

pensadon review committee and currendy

is on the ad hoc committee to explore a

resolution asking dioceses to provide full
financial support to its seminarians' educa-

don. He served on a Commission on Min-

istry committee for the diaconate that ap-

proved Dorothy Nakatsuji as the first
woman vocational deacon in the diocese.

He was on the Province VIII Program

Committee (1980-1990) and convener of

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH HOUSE
Art Kusumoto, from St. John's, Kula, IVIaui, received the Kupuna
Akamai Award at convention in 2002

PHOTO BY SARAH T. MOORE

During the annual convention in 2003, Ryan Kusumoto spoke on
the need to include young adults in church leadership.

PHOTO BY SARAH T. MOORE

the Asian American Ministry Committee.

In 2006, he wraps up 12-years as a
trustee on the national Church Pension

Fund, a part of the Church Pension Group
(CPG), serving two, sK-year terms. Art is

proud of CPG that promotes clergy well-

ness, provides life insurance, comprehen-

sive pension plans, health benefits and re-

tirement planning serving parishes, dioce-

ses and Episcopal Church institutions. It

has been a leader in providing educational
programs to raise awareness of issue ofsex-

ual abuse through "Safeguarding God's
Children" program.

"When I first started as a trustee, the

Fund was at $2.4 billion. Now it's at $7.3
billion and just keeps climbing. We're in-

vesting in areas that are being amazing and
the Lord has guided us. Our staff workers
are Wall Street caliber employees."

"Learning through leadership is how

you find your way to continue to help the
church. Trustees' goal is nothing more

than for the benefit of clergy and their
families."

Ryan, who grew up attending youth

ministry programs and graduated from
lolani and the University of Hawai'i, will
see how his fmancial skills and interests
may follow his grandfather's.

"There are new issues today, equally big,
such as terrorism. What my daughters have

to go through is hard to compare [to the
past]. I want to make sure my own children

are equipped with a foundation to deal
with these things. Without faith in God it
can be very difficult."

'The Episcopal Church has always been
around," Ryan says. "There are a lot of

strong young adults I know to take care of
the Episcopal Church. We need to grow
outside in as well."

JULY/AUGUST 2005 • HAWAIIAN CHURCH CHRONICLE
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Episcopal schools: Pomp and circumstance
Nearly 400 students from Hawai'i's four

Episcopal high schools graduated in separate
ceremonies in May and June,

lolani School presented diplomas to 228
students on June 4 on the art lawn at the cam-

pus. At Hawai'i Preparatory Academy, 78 se-

niors graduated on May 25 in Casde Gymna-
sium at the school, and Seabury Hall gradu-

ated 63 seniors on May 28.

Grammy Award-win-

ning singer Dionne War-

wick was the featured

speaker at the June 5 cer-

emony at the Priory,
where 28 seniors gradu-

ated.

"I want you to contin-

ue to strive for the excel-

lence that you are all ca-

pable of, and I want you Warwick
to thank God for the pre-
cious memories of this school that will influ-
ence the steps you take in the future," War-

wick told the students.
Three students, one each from lolani

School, St. Andrew's Priory School for Girls
and Seabury Hall, received the Bishop's
Award during their respective graduation
ceremonies in May and June.

The three, Tadana "Tati" Koe Wilson of

lolani School; BethanyAwana of St. Andrew's
Priory School for Girls; and Shannon EUison
at Seabury Hall, were among nearly 400 stu-

dents who graduated from Hawai'i's four

Episcopal high schools this spring.
Awana will attend the University of Neva-

da at Reno, planning to major in education

and considering becoming a pastor.

Wilson will attend Harvard University. She
has been part of the worship leadership team
ofKaimuki Christian Church.

Ellison, president of the student body, will
attend Scripps College. She received honors
for her activities and achievements at
Seabury Hall and in the Maui community.

Top: Assistant Headmaster Dr. Dwayne
Priester, right, and the Rev. Walter A.
Stevens III share a lighthearted moment with
students as they await the start of Hawaii
Preparatory Academy's commencement pro-
gram.

Bottom left: the Ftt. Rev. Richard S.O. Chang
presents the Bishop's Award to Tatiana "Tati"
Koe Wilson of lolani Scliool.

Bottom right: Shannon Ellison of Seabury Hall
received the Bishop's Award from Chang.

PHOTOS FROM HAWAI'I PREP, IOLANI SCHOOL AND SEABURY HALL

All invited to Missions Conference at Calvary
Steve Brightwell, national director of

the Church Army, will lead a Missions

Conference at Calvary Episcopal
Church in Kaneohe on Saturday, August
13, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

This event is a time to come together
as church family and seek God's heart

for every people group and individual.
Fun, laughter, worship, and food will be

key elements of our meeting with our
Savior and one another.

Brightwell has been national director

since 1993. He previously served as a
missionary in Tela, Honduras for two-

and-a-half years before entering Church

Army Training.
The Church Army was born in Eng-

land in 1882, out of a revival movement

that flowed from the Prayer Revival of
1858.

This lay movement produced a great
outpouring of zeal for mission both at
home and in foreign mission fields. The

Church Army spread to the U.S. in 1925.

Their national headquarters is located
in Pittsburgh, Pa.

The conference will be held at the

church, 45-435 Aumoku Street, -Kaneo-

he (direcdy across from the Chevron sta-

tion m the Windward City Shopping
Center).

For further information, please call
the church office, 247-2733, or email,

CalvryChHI@aol.com.
There is no fee for this conference.

All in the greater community are invited.
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Kim Saiki plays the guitar, leading youngsters in an evening of reflection , meditation, singing and fellowship in the home of one of the catechists.
PHOTO BY REBECCA WILLIAMS

First Solemn Communion, learning about Eucharist
Children, grades
3-6, invited to

Sept. program
By Rebecca Williams

"When should my children be allowed

to take communion?"

That's a question frequently asked by
parents of young children in our church.

The answer is that in the Episcopal
Church all baptized Christians are invited

to participate in the Holy Eucharist, so our

children, if they have been baptized, are

welcome to share in this gift.
In March and April, catechists from St.

Christopher's, Kailua "Catechesis of the

Good Shepherd" program offered a spe-
cial series of meditations and reflections
for children in grades 3-6, intended to en-

hance their understanding and enjoyment

of the gift of the Holy Eucharist.
The program cuhnmated with a special

celebration of "First Solemn Communion"

during which the entire St. Christopher's
family recognized the children for making

this important commitment to deepening
their understanding of our faith.

The program, not part of St. Christo-

pher's regular Sunday School, involved
five evening meetings spread over five

weeks plus a Saturday/Sunday overnight

retreat at Camp Mokule'ia.

The night before their First Solemn
Communion the participants and their
families gathered for fellowship and to
bake the bread for the Eucharist during

the following day's worship services.
The main theme of the program was

the parable of the True Vine in which Jesus
tells us to abide in him so that we may bear
much fruit.

The children explored this parable in
depth, giving consideration to what it
means to be a part of the True Vine, what
might happen in our Uves to distance us
from the True Vine, and ways that we can

work to always abide in the True Vine asje-
sus told us to do.

As part of the exploration of this para-

ble we also explored what it means to ex-

amine our conscience and to repeat the

prayer of confession.

Eleven children pardcipated in this first

program and enjoyed it thoroughly. Their

younger siblings, as well as children who
were unable to participate due to schedul-

ing conflicts, are asking catechists to offer

it again as soon as possible. Some of the

participants have asked if they can help out
with the next session.

We expect to repeat the program start-

ing in September and invite all children in
the diocese in grades 3-6 to jam us.

If you are interested in learning more

please contact Rebecca Williams at 262-

7225 or rsw@hawaii.rr.com.

Swimming in spaghetti
fundraiser at AIB Saints
All Saints' Preschool in Kapa'a, Kaua'i, held its annu-
al fundraiser April 29. IVIore than raising money, this
was a "FunFest." Children ran an obstacle course, for
which parents, other ohana members, and church
members made pledges. The course included water
balloons, swimming pools of spaghetti, a balance
beam, and a wading tub of cornstarch and water. The
children were messy by the time they reached the
end, but they were hosed off at the "car wash." Chil-
dren completed the course as many times as they
wanted, then refreshed themselves with popcorn and
homemade ice cream. In addition to pledges, money
was colSected through a sealed-bid silent auction, to
which businesses, parents, and church members
made contributions. The sehoo! raised more than
$7,500, making it the most successful fundraiser ever.

PHOTO BY LIZ BEASLEY
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Bishop paved the way for women's ordination
By Sarah T. Moore

For women to become ordained leaders

in the church some men had to join them
as vanguards. The Most Rev. Edmond L.

Browning was one of those standing firm
on the case for women clergy.

"Ordination of
women was one of the

most important deci-

sions in the life of the
church," said Brown-

ing, second bishop of
Hawai'i (1976-86) and
Presiding Bishop of the
Episcopal Church in
the United States
(198&-97). "It has given

Browning

more strength to the church than we ever

realized."

Women leapt forward when they be-

came lay deputies to General Convention
in 1970, after a 50 year struggle for leader-
ship representation in the church. In 1971,
women began to be ordained deacon

alongside men, but sdll batded for recogni-
tion for ordinadon to the priesthood. The

next five years were tumultuous m church

policies. In 1976, the gates opened, when
the General Convention of the Episcopal
Church, approved the ordination of
women to the priesthood and episcopate.

Reaching Browning at his home in
Hood River, Ore., he reflected on the path
to include women fully in the ministry of
the church.

He recalled his reaction to the ordina-

don of the "Philadelphia Eleven , irregu-
lariy-ordained women priests. "I really

thought that was a kairos moment when

this was happening and a sign to the
church. After that, the ordinadon of
women came "into being at General Con-

vention. When it was decided, it was very

narrowly decided."

When General Convention approved
women's ordination, Browning was bishop

of Hawai'i and spoke to his role ordainmg
the first women in the diocese, Lynette

Schaefer and Heather Mueller-Fitch, and
later the first woman bishop for the Ameri-
can Episcopal Church, Barbara Harris, suf-
fragan bishop of Massachusetts.

"I remember being fully supportive of
Lynette and Heather," said Browning. "I

had just been elected bishop ofHawai'i and
was in Okinawa on a trip when we learned I
was elected. [He was then a missionary
bishop to Okinawa.] We came back
through Hawai'i and I went to a meeting
with Lynette to show my support of her. I
remember one of the clergy was very op-
posed to it. Not that it was Lynette, but I re-

member a strong stand [against women].

Lynette did not have the support of Bishop
Hanchett and it was something of a com-
mibmient on my part, both to ordain

women and also to Lynette as a person."

He recalled the circuitous route

Heather Mueller-Fitch negotiated to ordi-
nation.

"I remember her at All Saints [Kapa'a,
Kaua'i] and her call to St. John's, which is
to theu' credit. I believe they had seen her
at work, she was a known entity on the part

of a few people on Maui, and she fits in
there naturally. The church in its stumbling
wisdom ordained her and that [wisdom]
has been borne out."

'Those women really are a part of an era

in which a huge change was taking place
within the life of the church. And they both
contributed to that. Also, I had the honor

of consecratmg Barbara Harris. That always

has been extremely important, I've felt, on

the part of the church," he added.

"By the time I had the opportunity to
consecrate Barbara, the church (ECUSA)
was way ahead of the game in terms of its

commitment to the ordinadon of women.

Out of that movement and strength the
consecration (of female bishops) came
about.

"In 1985 the House of Bishops instruct-
ed me, as new PB, to go to the primates

meeting in February of '86. And do you
know the reason they wanted me to go? To

share with the primates that the American
Church would go and elect a woman. This

had never been on the agenda of the pri-
mates' meeting. Never been discussed. The

temperament of the primates was so conge-

nial, though opposed to it, they respected
what the American church saw as its mis-

sion and life of its ministry. They asked us
to put it off for two years and wait until the
next Lambeth Conference. That was part

of the process."

Harris was consecrated suffragan bishop
of Massachusetts Feb. 11,1989. She is now
retired.

Chronology of events:
Women seeking Holy Orders
1889: Deaconesses canon adopted by General
Convention.

1890: Deaconess Training programs begin in
New York, Philadelphia, San Francisco.

1919: General Convention recommends includ-
ing deaconesses in Clergy Pension Fund,but
Board says they are not "clergy."

1920: Lambeth Conference concludes "ordina-
tion" of a deaconess confers on her holy orders.

1925: Commission recommends licensing
women lay readers, but "disclaims purpose or
desire" to consider women's ordination. Conven-
tion rejects lay reader recommendation.

1930: Lambeth reverses stance; asserts
deaconesses are not in holy orders.

1935: Church of England commission finds no
reason for or against ordination of women, but af-
firms all-male priesthood "for the church today."

1944: Rorence Li Tim-Oi ordained priest in Hong
Kong by Bishop R.O. Hall. To protect Hall from
censure, she agrees not to function as priest.

1948: Lambeth Conference refuses Hong
Kong's request for "experiment" with women's
ordination.

1958: Episcopal Theological School (Boston,
Mass.) admits women to bachelor of divinity de-

gree program.

1964: General Convention changes deaconess
canon to read "ordered" rather than "appointed."

1965: Deaconess Phyllis Edwards recognized as
deacon by Bishop James Pike, San Francisco.

1966: House of Bishops received report "The
Proper Place of Women in the Ministry of the
Church" affirming ordaining women; asks Lam-
beth Conference to consider ordaining women to
the priesthood.

1968: Lambeth agrees that deaconesses are
within the diaconate but refers the ordination of
women back to member churches for further
study. Hong Kong, Kenya, Korea and Canada be-
gin ordaining women to diaconate.

t969: Special General Convention authorizes
women lay readers & chalice bearers; appoints
joint commission to study ordination of women.

1970: General Convention: women admitted as
lay deputies after 50-year struggle.

1971: New Anglican Consultative Council (lay
and clergy representatives from member church-
es) declares it is "acceptable" for a bishop to or-

PHOTO COURTESY DlOCESE OF MASSACHUSETTS

The Rt. Rev. Barbara C. Harris and Presiding Bishop Edmond L. Browning at Harris' ordi-
nation to the episcopate in Boston, Mass., in 1989.

dain a woman if his national church or province
approves. The Revs. Jane Hwang and Joyce Ben-
nett are ordained to the priesthood by Bishop
Gilbert Baker of Hong Kong; Florence Li Tim-Oi's
orders are recognized in absentia, as China
emerges from the Cultural Revolution she re-
sumes priestly ministry in nationalized Chinese
church. Episcopal Women's Caucus founded.
American House of Bishops refers women's ordi-
nation for further study; Episcopal women begin
to be ordained deacon alongside men.

1972: Women deacons speak to House of Bish-
ops at invitation of bishops' wives; bishops vote
74-61 in favor of ordaining women priests.

1973: General Convention rejects ordination of
women to priesthood; 56 bishops issue state-
ment of distress. Women deacons presented
alongside men for ordination to priesthood in
New York, but bishop refuses.

1974: Eleven women deacons ordained to
priesthood by two retired and one resigned bish-

ops in Philadelphia (July 29); House of Bishops
reaffirms endorsement of ordaining women but
votes almost unanimously not to act until Gener-
al Convention approves.

1975: Anglican Church of Canada approves or-
daining women; Church of England Synod ap-
proves women's ordination "in principle"; Four
women deacons ordained by retired bishop;

House of Bishops censures all bishops who or-
dain women.

1976: General Convention approves ordination
of women to the priesthood and episcopate; An-
glican Church of Canada begins ordaining
women.

1977: Women ordained in Philadelphia "regular-
ized" and regular ordinations of women to priest-
hood begins; 100 women ordained by year's
end. Presiding Bishop John Allin offers to resign,
as he is "unable to accept women in role of
priests." House of Bishops affirms leadership,
adopts statement of conscience, assert that no
one should be penalized for opposing, or sup-
porting women's ordination. Anglican church in
New Zealand begins ordaining women to priest-

hood.

1978: Lambeth accepts women's ordination,
recommending no province consecrate a woman
bishop "without consultation with the Primates
and overwhelming [local] support."

1982: Church in Brazil begins ordaining women

deacons.

1983: Unofficial ordination of women begins in
Church of the Province of Kenya.

1984: Unofficial ordination of women begin in
Uganda, Burundi, Rwanda and Zaire.

1986: Anglican Church of Canada rescinds "con-

Women bishops m the U.S.
As of June 2005, there are 12 women
bishops in the United States: Jane
Dixon (retired, Suffragan, Washington,
DC); Carol Gallagher (Assistant Bishop,
Newark); Barbara Harris (retired,
Suffragan, Massachusetts), Gayle
Harris (Suffragan, Massachusetts),
Carolyn Irish (Bishop of Utah), Katharine
Jefferts Schori (Bishop of Nevada),
Chilton Knudsen (Bishop of Maine),
Mary Adelia McLeoct (retired, Bishop of
Vermont), Bavi "Nedi" Rivers

(Suffragan, Olympia), Catherine S.
Roskam (retired, Suffragan, New York),
Catherine Waynick (Bishop of
Indianapolis), Geralyn Wolf (Bishop of
Rhode Island).

science clause," prohibits discrimination against
ordained women.

1987: Church of England eliminates separate
deaconess canon and begins ordaining women
deacons. Diocese of Liberia votes to ordain
women.

1988: Lambeth rejects measure prohibiting
women bishops. Barbara C. Harris of Philadelphia
elected Suffragan Bishop of Massachusetts.

1989: Consecration of the Rt. Rev. Barbara C.
Harris in Boston by Presiding Bishop Edmond L.
Browning and 60 other bishops before crowd of
8,500 with the Rev. Florence Li Tim Oi and Carter
Heyward concelebrants. Church of Scotland ap-
proves women ordination.

1990: New Zealand consecrates female bishop.

1991: Woman ordained to priesthood, Quezon
City, Philippines.

1992: South Africa, Australia approves ordina-
tion of women. Li Tim Oi, 84, dies in Toronto.

1994: First woman ordained to priesthood in
England, Scotland.

1995: Province of West Indies begins ordaining
women.

1996: Church in Wales approves, Barbados be-
gins, ordaining women.

1998: Eleven women bishops join 700-plus
male bishops at Lambeth Conference.

1999: First woman ordained priest in Nippon Sei
Ko Kai (Japan).

Sources: Women's Ministries Dept., Episcopal Church
Center, New York, MY; Louie Crew,
http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~lcrew/womenpr.html
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The Rev. Lynette Schaefer was the first woman ordained as a priest in the Diocese of Hawaii. She was ordained by the Rt.
Rev. Edmond L. Browning, Bishop of Hawaii at St. Andrew's Cathedral on June 28,1978.

THE REV. LYNETTE SCHAEFER

HawaiTs first woman priest,
'still here, still stepping upy
By Sarah T. Moore

Becoming an Episcopal priest was
not Lynette Schaefer's plan.

"It was God's plan," Schaefer says.

"Honestly, I never thought I'd be
the only Episcopal priest in a small en-
vironment," says the 57-yearold Schae-

fer who has been vicar of Grace

Church, Moloka'i for 28 years. "Every-

time God said 'Ninevah', I said no,"

says Schaefer, with a laugh, referring
to God's call to Jonah and his travails
when he refused to follow God's direc-

don. "Going through the ordinadon
process was very interesting. And be-

ing the first female to access that [in
Hawai'i]—and since it wasn't my

idea—was kind of crazy."

Ordained deacon on April 23,
1977, a litde more than a year later, on
June 29, 1978, Lynette was ordained
the first women priest in the Diocese
of Hawai'i by the Rt. Rev. Edmond L.

Browning, who was elected bishop of
Hawai'i in 1976, just as Schaefer was
completing seminary at the Church
Divinity School of the Pacific (CDSP).
Several months later, on Sept. 16,

1976, the 65th General Convention of
the Episcopal Church meeting in Min-
neapolis, narrowly approved the ordi-

nation of women to the priesthood

and episcopate.

Browning, emerging as an advocate

of women in ordained ministry,

opened the door to women priests not
only m Hawai'i (serving as bishop for
10 years, 1976-86), but later as the Pre-
siding Bishop of the Episcopal
Church,1986-199'7. As such, he

presided at the consecration of the
first female bishop in the Anglican
Communion, the Rt. Rev. Barbara

Harris, as suffragan of Massachusetts.

"It was something of a commitment

on my part, both to ordain women

and also to Lynette as a person, said

Browning from his retirement home

in Hood River. "I thought she had the

intellect, gifts and gifts of compassion
and outstanding pastoral sensitivity. I
thought they [Lynette and her hus-
band, Scotty] had a very serious call-
ing as a couple to go to Moloka'i. She
was wonderful there. She was curate at

St. Peter's and changed some parts

there too."

Born in California, Lynette Golder-

man Schaefer grew up in Hawai'i, a

member of Holy Nativity, Aina Haina,
active m ministries, a youth delegate to

convention. She entered the first grad-

uating class at James Campbell High
School in Ewa Beach. But, her mother,

a war bride from Australia, felt she
could get a better education there.

"I hoped and planned to become a
doctor. It was a childhood dream, be-

ing a doctor on an Indian reservation.

Mom felt I could get there more
quickly in the Bridsh school system,"
Schaefer recalls.

The family moved back to Sydney,
Australia, where Schaefer finished
school and went on to the University
of New South Wales medical school
for two years, where she was the only

woman. The impersonal approach to

medicine convinced her that she did
not want to be a doctor. "I decided if

that's the way medicine was done, I

didn't want to do it."

She returned to Hawai'i to attend
the University of Hawai'i, majored in
microbiology, until funds for that ma-
j or were cut, "so I segued intp educa-

don," receiving a bachelor's degree in

1970.
While at UH she did not think

about a religious calling. In fact, she
was upset with the Episcopal Church
in Hawai'i for its support of the United
States role in Vietnam.

Most of the priests were veterans of
World War II, Bishop Harry Kennedy
was supportive of the military role in
Vietnam, and many of the church
buildings were surplus barracks.

Continued on Page H

Three women
CONTINUED FRONI FRONT PAGE

Schaefer at Grace Church, the one Episcopal Church
on the island.

M.aui is known as the playground ofHawai'i. With

a county population of approximately 122,000 wel-
coming 2.4 milUon visitors a year, hospitality is key.
Newcomers join born-residents — native Hawaiians,

ardsts, naturalists, former plantation workers, re-

drees, and trendy businesses people — to comprise a

progressive population of resort Ufe with respect for
the heritage, culture and history of Hawai'i. On this
island, on die rural upland slopes ofHaleakala crater,

sits St. John's, Kula, a footprint to the past yet striding
to the future, under the decades-long clerical leader-

ship of one woman, the Rev. Heather Mueller-Fitch.

Then O'ahu. The hub of the islands where nearly

75 percent of the population (approximately
875,000) lives. Home to governmental offices, a fi-
nancial district and Waikiki Beach. North Shore surf-
ing and environmental sensitivity. Windward beach

towns, leeward sprawl and business growth. Traffic

gridlock. Five star restaurants. A U.S. international

crossroads. Small, ethnic towns adjacent to military

bases and its personnel, whose presence is second

only to the tourism industry. Homelessness. Here, the

Rev. Alison Dingley has intertwined her ministry
among social service agencies, congregations, and

diocesan leadership for more than 25 years.
In these diverse modern-day settings, these three

women have served the Episcopal Diocese ofHawai'i
longer than any other ordained women priests. They
have served under several bishops. Their ministries

reflect the diversity of Hawai'i — its geography and
faces — and adds to the collective history of a church
serving these islands since being invited by King
Kamehameha TV and Queen Emma in 1859.

Between July 29,2004 and Sept. 16,2006, the Epis-
copal Church in the United States is celebrating
'Thirty Years of Women's Ordained Ministry." These
dates mark the 30th anniversary of the first ordina-
dons of women to the priesthood in the U.S.

Eleven women were "u-regularly" consecrated by

three bishops in Philadelphia on July 29,1974. Near-
ly two years later. Sept. 16,1976, General Convention
of the Episcopal Church approved the ordmadon of
women declaring that "no one shall be denied access"

to ordinadon into the three orders of ministry: as dea-

cons, priests or bishops, on the basis of their sex.

Less than a year later, on April 25, 1977 Lynette
Golderman Schaefer was ordained a deacon. Slighdy
a year later, June 29, 1978, Schaefer was the first
woman ordained priest in the Diocese ofHawai'i, by
then Bishop Edmond Lee Browning (later to become
the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church).
Schaefer spent the first two years as a lay person and
deacon at St. Peter's, Honolulu. As soon as she was

priested, she was called to Grace Church, Moloka'i,
where she has spent her entire ordained ministry and
continues today.

Heather Mueller-Fitch was the second woman or-

dained by Browning m the diocese. Ordamed deacon
on June 21, 1979, Mueller-Fitch became a priest on
April 22,1981. She served as chaplain to SeaburyHaU
School, Makawao, Maui from 1978 to 1981, and si-
multaneously served as assistant at Holy Innocents in

Lahaina, Maui, m 1981 before being called to upland
Maui as rector at St. John's, Kula, where she continues

to serve, now in her 24th year.

Alison Mac Dingley, though not ordained in this
diocese, arrived soon after her ordinadon and found

her roots. Ordained a deacon April 25,1978, by Bish-
op Philip McNairy of Minnesota and a priest on Nov.
1, 1978, by Bishop Robert Anderson of Minnesota,
she moved to Hawai'i m 1983. Born in Hilo, she knew
she returned "home" when she arrived, a priest with-

out a cure, but a sense of ministry. Her path, with

many twists and turns, churches and agencies, most

on one island of O'ahu, has led her to her current

cure at St. Stephen's, Wahiawa.
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Schaefer
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There were numerous des with the mili-

tary and the church, she says.

"While I can understand that now in my
50s, here I was in my teens, came back to a

church that I felt was inappropriate. I walked
away from the Episcopal Church and went to
the Hongwanji Mission on the Pali. They had

an active program supporting refugees in
Vietnam. I joined them in that effort."

It was the death of her father that led
Schaefer to examine who God was. Bud-

dhism did not provide the answer. "Life,
death, eternal life—what does aU that mean,"

she asked herself.

On Christmas Eve her father died and the

assistant priest at Holy Nativity, the Rev. Mal-
colm Turnbull, responded to her call for a
priest. When TurnbuU moved to become vic-

ar at Emmanuel Church in Kailua, Schaefer
foUowed him, continuing to read all the
books in his library, continuing to question.

Eventually, he confronted her saying he had
nothing more to talk to her about and said,
"Why don't you go to seminary?"

She approached then Bishop E. Lani
Hanchett, "who very clearly said no. He be-

lieved I would end up wanting to be ordained
and did not believe in women's ordinadon."

'There was not even a vague possibility of
that in 1973, and we started talking in 1971
when it was so far off the radar screen," she

adds.

"I did notwant to be ordained. I really had
a lot of questions. I'm an intellectual person.

I really grapple with things and my mind
Wraps around who is God? Who did people
through history see who He was?"

Finally, in 1973, she left Hawai'i for semi-

nary in Berkeley, Calif., without Hanchett's
approval. He excommunicated her. The peo-

pie from Emmanuel, Kailua continued their

"love and support" bringing her home twice
when her mother battled cancer. "I came

home and was not able to receive commun-

ion. When people came through CDSP from
Hawai'i, they shunned me. It was a very inter-

estmg experience. But a pretty good one with

the mmistry I ended up with," she adds retro-

specdvely.

"God has such an ultimate sense of hu-

mor," she continues. After becoming a priest,

Bishop Hanchett's brother, Dick, was her

bishop's warden for 26 years at Grace

Continued on Page I

THE REV. HEATHER MUELLER-FITCH

Attending to dreams, visions, sign
By Sarah T. Moore

"We were in the first group of

women opening the process to

women's ordmation," says the Rev.

Heather Mueller-Fitch, one of many

women weaving theu- way to ordina-

tion 33 years ago.
Mueller-Fitoh, 63, was the second

woman ordamed by Bishop Edmond
L. Browning in the Diocese of

Hawai'i. Ordained deacon June 21,

1979 and priest April 22, 1981, her
journey to ordination took some side
roads and hit blockades.

"Sometimes I think it's like an Avis
thing — when you're number two,

you have to try harder. The very first
group of women in the process was

small in number and were, perhaps,

not a threat for major change,"

MueUer-Fitch reflects. "I was thrilled
for Lynette [Schaefer] and the huge
fanfare that her ordination was in the

diocese. But then when I came along

as number two the anti-women s or-

dination forces had coalesced and it
became really difficult."

Divorced with two children, "all
that stuff was on the landscape and
challenging for some people," she
says. "Some were looking at the label

rather than the process."

Soon after her ordinadon, in
1984, Mueller-Fitch went to the Al-
ban Institute to attend a 10-year an-

niversary of the ordination of
women. "It was one of the first times

a group of ordained women had
gathered. There were ordained

women from several denomina-

dons," she says. "One thing came out

very clearly. Many of us had been

mentored and supported by men

who went with us to the last part of
the process and then pulled out their
support. They were willing to sdck
their neck out when the woman was a

pet project, but when they were in
line to be an equal, they panicked. I
felt liberated when I realized it was a
common experience."

Looking back, that phenomenon
cut across a lot of denominations and

professions in those days, she re-

fleets.

Mueller-Fitch was born in 1942,
while World War II was raging. Her
father worked at a powder plant mak-
ing explosives for the war. Following
the war, the family moved to Mid-
land, Mich. where her father worked

for Dow Corning until the recession
hit Michigan in 1957 and 1958. The
family moved to California, Mueller-
Fitch returned to attend Michigan

State, graduating in interior design

and marrying during college. In
quick succession she had a daughter

and a second child who died as an in-

fant.

In 1967, the couple moved to Cal-
ifornia, this dme to the Bay Area and
a third child was born, but the mar-

riage struggled through the social is-
sues of the 1960s. Her husband left
in 1970, she says, "And it was terribly
difficult time. I worked for about
eight years to get that marriage
back."

At the same time, she jumped into
developing her relationship with the
church, attending St. Stephen's in

Belvedere. A fertile tune, the church

was espousing the ecology move-

ments, feminism, and Asian and

Eastern religions. She took classes in

aikido and studied the samts on the
weekend. "I took care of myself and

I found myself," she says.

In 1973, she recalls a powerful
prayer experience that came about

when a man she was dating told her
he was going to marry someone else.

"I turned my life over to God and
said, 'God, I need help. If you are

there, please help me.' I then felt this
sensation of being filled with warm
oil. At the time I didn't know any-

thing about Samuel, ordination or
oil or anointing, but that was the sen-

sation I had."

She wrote down

in her life — the top
derstanding the poi
life and the world, t2
self and her childn
down was develop a

the opposite sex.'

Soon thereafter

party at which she
(now the Rt. Rev. Ne

suffragan bishop ol
Olympia), who was 1
ley and going to ;
Church Divmity Sch

(CDSP).
"I was interested

what she was doing.

'If you'd like to coi
we're having a deb

ordination and I'd
you up.' I said, 'Sui

that,' " she recalls. 1

CDSP to listen to a i
of which Mueller-Fit
text.

"Here I am, a p(

had not read the E
theology and I was
bate on women's on

She soon knew th

guing against the
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Although not ordained in Hawaii, the Rev. Alison Dingley was born in Hilo. When she returned to Hawaii after her ordination, she felt she ha
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THE REV. ALISON DlNGLEY

Sense of vocation: priest, social worker
By Sarah T. Moore

PHOTO BY SARAH T. MOORE

I come'home.'

Alison Dingley, though not or-
dained in Hawai'i, has spent 23 years
of priesdy ministry on Kaua'i and
O'ahu. Dingley was one of the first
women to be ordained in the

church—in Minnesota in 1978. How-

ever, Hawai'i is home. Born in Hilo,

she moved back to the state in 1983.
Dingley's parents moved to Hilo

in 1946 after working in a Japanese
relocation center in Topaz, Utah.

Both social workers, they "liked the
Japanese culture", said Dingley, and

took jobs in the Waiakea Settlement,
her mother as a teacher and father,

an administrator. Though her moth-

er was a Methodist and father a Bap-

dst, they worshiped at the Episcopal
Church — HolyAposdes, Hilo — be-

cause, said Dingley, "It was the only

church not segregated by ethnic
groups." They later moved to San

Diego, Nashville, and finally, Mont-
clair, N.J., where Dingley spent most

her growing up and graduated from
high school. Her mother continued

working in child and family services,
community organizations while her
father became Associate Professor of

Social Work at the Rutgers University

School of Social Work.
"I swore I would never be a social

worker," laughed 56-year-old Ding-

ley. "And I ended up being ordamed
and most of my life doing social
work."

Dingley attended and was active
in St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Montclair and was drawn to a small

Shimer College, an Episcopal-related
Great Books school in Waukegan, 111.

At college she became active in the
Episcopal college group. Sundays
they used "the Shimer method of
reading and discussing" she says.

They attended the Democratic Con-

vendon in Chicago, campaigned for
Sen. Eugene McCarthy and held a
memorial service for Kent State Mas-

sacre.

"Don Moon was president of

Shimer then," said Dingley. "A

Nashotah House graduate, he was

very big in and-war movement and it

was a very interesting time. Of the 10

or 12 of us who hung around with
the Episcopal chaplain, three be-
came Episcopal priests."

Dingley married in college and
completed the four-year Great Books

curriculum in three years. With no

particular career goal in mind, yet a

husband who wanted to go graduate

school, Dingley recalls a memory
firmly planted in her mind.

"I had 'an experience' when I was

walking in an open field near a golf
course and a voice said, 'You're go-

ing to be an Episcopal priest.' And,
of course, I said, 'Women can't be

priests.' It really freaked me out. I

didn't tell anyone for a very long
time, but I wrote it down and put it
inside my book, Are You Running With
Me, Jesus, by Malcolm Boyd.

The pair planned moved to the
University of Virginia in Char-
lottesville, Va., but not before Alison
checked in with the associate rector
of St. Luke's, Montclair. He suggest-

ed she explore Christian education.
The Rev. Herb Donovan (later bish-

op of Arkansas) was the new rector of

St. Luke's and would have responded

differendy had Alison talked to him,
she believes. Her husband thought
she was crazy to pursue the ordained

ministry, she says, so she began grad-

uate work in math.

She soon "quit that" and worked

for two years as a telephone operator,

while reading all the books in the
UVa religion studies curriculum,
without enrolling. This came natural-

ly to her after graduating from
Shimer with its Great Books study

model.

"It was clear I really wanted to go

to seminary but didn't know how."

Then her husband's father died. Fly-
ing back to Minnesota for the funer-

al, she sat next to a woman whose

"airplane talk" included mention of

United Theological Seminary of the
Twin Cides, an ecumenical, liberal

seminary that enrolled women. She

discussed this with Donovan at St.

Luke's, who was "supportive, but nev-

er told me what to do as far as the

Episcopal Church was concerned.

He encouraged me to go [to Min-

nesota]."

So the couple moved to St. Paul
where Dingley enrolled in a four-year
program on a full scholarship (the
third year was a year-long intern-

ship). The class before her was the
first to have women — three. Her

class had five or sbc women. Later it

became 50 percent women, she says.

She connected with Bishop Philip
McNairy of Minnesota. One of three

Episcopalians in seminary, Dingley
felt encouraged by McNau-y, who was

on the seminary board with hopes to
nurture the relationship for training
priests in Minnesota.

Continued on Page K
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Bishop Edmond L. Browning and Dorothy Nakatsuji, said to be the
first Japanese woman to be ordained in the Episcopal Church.

HawaiTs women
A list of women ordained in the Episcopal Diocese of Hawaii,
from 1976 through June, 2005:

Name
Lynette G. Schaefer

Heather Mueller-Fiteh

Dorothy M.K. Nakatsuji

Eleanore M.G. Akina

Linda Sutherland

Margaret Lewis

Jeanne Grant

Sue Hanson

Helen E. Jennings

Edith Sewell

Cindy Ando

Linda Neal

Marilyn M. Brown

Frances C.M Crean

Imelda S. Padasdao

Marcia M. Lockwood

Margaret S. Quill

Marilyn Watt

Nancy Conley

Carol M. Arney

A. Patricia Leo

Hollis E. Wright

Pamela Redding

Ajuko L.K. Ueda

Teresa T. Bowden

C.S. Honey Becker

Dawn M. Frankfurt

Ordination Date Ministry
4.25.77 Deacon
6.29.78 Priest

6.21.79 Deacon
4.22.81 Priest

11.11.83 Vocational Deacon

11.11.83 Vocational Deacon

11.11.83 Vocational Deacon

11.11.83 Vocational Deacon

2.7.85 Vocational Deacon

2.7.85 Vocational Deacon

2.8.85 Vocational Deacon

7.18.85 Vocational Deacon

12.18.85 Vocational Deacon

12.18.85 Vocational Deacon

12.14.86 Vocational Deacon

12.14.86 Vocational Deacon

12.14.86 Deacon
10.7.90 Priest

12.27.87 Vocational Deacon

6.28.87 Vocational Deacon

2.14.88 Deacon
6.24.88 Priest

8.15.91 Vocational Deacon

8.24.95 Deacon
2.1.96 Priest

11.19.95 Vocational Deacon

6.22.96 Deacon
1.17.97 Priest

7.5.99 Deacon
1.23.00 Priest

5.31.01 Deacon
5.25.02 Priest

6.17.01 Deacon
4.14.02 Priest

7.15.01 Vocational Deacon

9.10.04 Deacon
5.5.05 Priest

SOURCES: CHURCH PENSION FUND, BISHOP RICHARD 8.0. CHANG, DOROTHY NAKATSUJI

Five in Hawai'i
were ordained to
the diaconate on

Nov. 11,1983.
L-R: John Holmes,

Eleanors Akina,
Linda Sutherland,

Margaret Lewis
and Dorothy

Nakatsuji.
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Mueller-

Fitch
CONTINUED FROIVI PAGE H

women "didn't make any sense"

and the one talking for the ordi-

nation made "total, complete

crystal clear sense to me."

"One was like speaking a for-

eign language and the other
made absolute sense to improve

the strength of the church."

She jumped into the innova-
tive, nourishing churches of

Marin County and that fall, 1973,
entered seminary at CDSP, com-

muting from Marin County while
taking care of two children. Here

she met Lynette Schaefer.

"My original reason for enter-

ing seminary was to learn more

about the Christian faith," she

says. "But as rime went on, I be-

came more and more convinced

that the church's strength was in

relevance and greater balance. I

believed there had to be a male-

female balance if the church is

going to be viable and strong as
we moved into the future."

"You would think I would be

able to go through this process
[quickly] in California, land of
opportunity, women's rights, gay

rights, and every other kind of
rights."

However, in 1974, in an inter-

view set up by three people
known to be opposed to women's

ordinadon, she was told "flat out"

she was not ordination material.

"It was politically devastating and
horrible. Here I'm going into the
meat grinder."

With no ecclesiastical support,
yet paying bills, babysitters and
commuting, she decided to take
the risk of a life change and
moved to Berkeley. In a second

screening m 1975, she was told
'No, not now, but come back.'

Soon after that, Dick Chang,
then rector of All Saints', Kapa'a

on Kaua'i, "made a ckcuit" look-

ing for a seminary intern. "I saw

the announcement on a bulletin

board. Dick interviewed several

CDSP students," Mueller-Fitch
says. "I got the job."

She got rid of all her furni-
ture, sold her house and "bought

my freedom."

The summer of 1976, she flew
to Hawai'iwith her two daughters
and worked and lived at All
Saints' for a year of internship.

"I loved my job and work. I
just felt so good in Hawai'i. There
are six. congregations on Kaua'i

and never, during that entire

year, were there more than three

priests (most of the fame just
two). I was given opportunides to
do lots of things, Evening and
Morning Prayer, funerals. I got a

taste of ministry in Hawai'i and a
sense of the need."

Bishop Edmond Browning
had arrived in Hawai'i about the
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The Rev. Heather MuelIer-Fiteh talks to the Rev. Marvin Foltz at St.
Andrew's Cathedral during Chrism Mass.

same time and was installed as

diocesan bishop. Mueller-Fitch

had to be released from the
process in California in order to
begin a process in Hawai'i.

Should she ask the people of All
Saints' to be her sponsoring
church for ordination?

The night before the vestry in-
terview she had another dream,

she deems a vision.

"I'm standing on a cliff on the

Big Sur area (of California) two
whales are beaching themselves. I

love whales and have a passion

for those animals. My daughters
are with me. We float down to the

beach and try to push those
leviathans back into the ocean to
save their lives. The two whales

may have represented my voca-

don and my education. We were

pushing and pushing on them to
save them. Pushing, and a voice

says 'go out to sea and they'U fol-

low your tropical scent.' I took

that to mean I was to be in
Hawai'i."

All Saints' said yes and she was
recommended to the Commis-

sion on Ministry and went back
to finish semmary. She expected
to return with her daughters
upon graduation. However, her

divorce decree did not allow her
to take her children out of the
continental US and her husband
and ex-mother-in-law thought

the living situation in Hawai'i in-

appropriate for children.
"Thrusting this in my face, I

had a decision to stay in CaUfor-
nia and be the primary parent of
the children or leave and follow
what I felt would be a vocation for
the rest of my life."

"I did come to serve as chap-

lain and teacher at Seabury Hall
and it was a difficult and painful
decision. They didn't speak to me
or forgive me for a long time. I
was earning $135 a month. It was
very hard for me to see the girls."

"Working at Seabury Hall

(1978-1981) was a great experi-
ence and it served as a great rime

to test my vocation," she says.

The ordination process stalled
as the Commission on Ministry
kept meeting and going back and
forth from her postulancy to can-

didacy.
Male mentors supported her,

and then turned their backs.

Mueller-Fitch struggled through
politics of support and negativity.

'Then, Bishop Browning, God

bless hun, stood up to the Com-

mission on Ministry and my su-

pervisors and I was ordained to

the diaconate on June 21,1979."

In January of 1981, she began
as assistant at Holy Innocents, La-

haina, Maui. She was fully sup-

ported by the priest there until
about sue weeks before her sched-

uled ordinadon to the priest-
hood in April,

"He wrote a long letter to

Bishop Brownmg stating all of
the reasons that I should not be
ordained," she said.

"I was blown away. You can

imagine how awful it was to be in
this situation and not know what
was going on. For the second

time, people who were supposed
to be my mentors, friends, advo-

cates, and bosses pulled away sup-

port for ordination."

But for the second time, Bish-

op Browning "went to bat for me.

I was ordamed April 22, 1981 at
Holy Innocents'. In June, the

priest at St. John's, Kula, left after
a short two- year cure. In August,

"I put my name in the process."

She was chosen as rector. The

people ofStJohn's knew her and
that she understood what it
meant to live on Maui.

In 1990, she met artist Rik
Fitch. He had come from Ver-

mont to work on a session at

Camp PECUSA on Maui. They
married April 25,1992.

Mueller-Fitch has begun her
25th year at St. John's, Kula.
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Dingley
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"He wanted me to succeed but didn't

clue me in to the other side of that which
was that the Standing Committee thought
going to United wouldn't have sufficient
Episcopal ethos. And all this was going on
while the women thing was happening
across the church."

Meanwhile, Alison "hung out" at the
cathedral which she found not welcoming
or helpful. Her Clinical Pastoral Education
(CPE) advisor referred her to St. Mary's
Church in St. Paul where she found a sym-
pathetic rector, the Rev. Ben Scott, and be-

came active.

"Although a Nashotah House graduate
and opposed to the ordination of women,
he [Scott] was a good guy. I showed up the
first Sunday after the Philadelphia 11 ordi-
nation and I was really excited about that.

And he said he didn't have a problem with

me being ordained to the diaconate. He
believed in my vocation and promoted it."

After her middler year she took off,
working to earn money and experience a

second quarter of CPE while going
"through the hoops of the diocese" for
postulancy and candidacy. In 1976 she
graduated and took the General Ordina-

don Exams required by the Episcopal
Church. She also took oral diocesan exams

and failed four of the seven areas. "That

meant I could not be ordained."

"Some of my areas were not up to

snuff," she admitted. "Church history was

not strong, but I also was oblivious to the

politics of the church. Remember, two of

the PhiJadeJphia 11 came from Minnesota
—Jeannette Picard, the oldest, and Alia

Bozarth-Campbell, the youngest. Several

women were in the pipeline so guys were
getting nervous about what was going on."

It was at this time that a comment from

Ben Scott surfaced, a quote Alison always

remembers. "Sooner or later the church

will betray everyone who truly loves her."

"He also said 'It's better it happens to

me earlier rather than later.' That always

stuck with me," says Alison. "And it actually
helped because I found I was in reality."

Reality then became working as a
layperson for George LeMoine, diocesan
director of Christian Social Relations, as a
paid employee to help with the General
Convention of the Episcopal Church in
Minneapolis. "There I discovered I was
good at organizing things."

LeMoine proceeded to help Dingley
"get through the political land mmes I
found myself in." He helped craft a plan
for the areas of study in which she was
found wanting. He lined up tutors
("picked for their politics more than their
academics"). She did everything she was
asked by theologians, studying more in
ethics, theology, church history, pastoral
contemporary area). "I made them all hap-

py over 18 months."

"Meantime, with the help of George
LeMoine, I hooked up with the Twin City
Metropolitan Church Commission and
started nursing home ministry program
with them, recruiting, training volunteers

for congregations to visit local nursing
home. In the end, more than 100 congre-

gations were involved. I also organized a

nursing home chaplaiiuy group. The pro-

gram was funded by a United Thank Of-
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Now priest-in-charge at St. Stephen's in Wahiawa, the Rev. Alison Dingley also has
served at St. IVIatthew's in Waimanalo, the Waikiki Chapel and St. Luke's in Honolulu.

fering (UTO) grant in 1979. It was all good
stuff. By the time 1978 rolled around I had
satisfied the examiners and had the nurs-

ing home ministry up and running. They
were too embarrassed not to ordain me."

She was ordained a deacon, April 25,
1978 by Bishop McNairy and a priest seven
months later, on All Samts Day, Nov. 1,

1978 by Bishop Robert Anderson, newly
consecrated bishop of Minnesota. Now she

was ready to launch into "ordained" min-

istry.

"However, like many of my generation

in the 70's, I was mterested in changmg the
world but wanted nothing to do with main
stream life. And certainly not parish min-
istry."

But she had one more hurdle to cross

over. Minnesota was in the vanguard of al-

coholism recovery and Dingley entered
the 12-step world. "I started connecting

with clergy and others who were in recov-

ery. I removed alcohol in my life. The be-

ginning of a new decade, I stopped drink-
ing."

In 1980, she began an outpatient treat-

ment program and was launched into her

own recovery. "It radically changed my life.
By the grace of God I think, I had the op-
portunity to take the position of part dme
chaplam in a substance abuse program at a

state hospital. I wound up working in treat-
ment even after I was five months into the

program. I did major therapy and it
worked. I really practiced what I was
preaching."

Part of that discernment was that she
and her husband were m different worlds
and within a few years, they divorced.

Funding ran out for the state program,
and Dingley began contract work to pro-
vide private counseling. However, the ten-

sion and tolerance on contract work was

thin. There was less and less reason to stay

in Minnesota, she says, particularly after

the blizzard of 1982-83. She considered

several agenq? ideas, but basically said no.
'The bad news is that no place really

wanted me. The good news is I can go

wherever I wanted. And where I wanted to

be was Hawai'i. And, in 1983, as soon as I

got here, I knew I was home."

She arrived knowing her spiritual home
was AA, feeUng the church had no integri-

ty. "Yet I was willing to do whatever I need-

cd to do to be where I thought I was sup-
posed to be. I did a couple of things: I
showed up."

She met the Rev. Claude duTeil at IHS,

former rector of St. Christopher, Kailua
and founder of the agency for the home-
less and addicted. She went to Kaua'i to see

the relocation work center from her par-

ent's days. DuTeil wasworking on a home-

less program on Kaua'i with the Rev. Jan
Rudinoff, rector of St. Michael and AU An-
gels, Lihue.

Then she showed up at St. Mary's, Hon-

olulu, one Sunday when the Rev. Hollis

Maxson was supply priest for the rector,
the Rev. Doug Mcglynn. When visitors
were asked to identify themselves, Dingley

stood up and said she who she was and

Maxson asked her to come to the altar to
concelebrate with him. "So I did."

"Of course HolUs knew exacdy what he

was doing and within hours some parish-

ioners were on the phone to Bishop
Browning. And within a week I called the
bishop to meet hun and he said, 'yes. I've

heard about you.'"

Dingley went to Kaua'i to work with
Rudinoffon the Interfaith Council. A year
after Hurricane Eva devastated the island,
there was need for homeless shelters, crisis

lines, mental health centers. She worked

through 1985 when the funding ceased.
"Only now, 20 years later, are they talk-

mg about a homeless shelter on Kaua'i,"

Alison says.

She worked with the Kalihi-Palama Im-
migrant Service Center with Betty Jo Har-
ris. She transferred her canonical residen-

cy from Minnesota to Hawai'i and had
parochial attachments at St Luke's, and St.

Elizabeth's. She worked half time at St.
Francis Hospital Women Addicts Treat-
ment Center of Hawai'i while being quar-

ter-dme vicar of St. Matthew's, Waimanalo.

She was offered a full time counseling po-
sidon at a new Queen's Hospital treatment

center and took it, hoping to continue at

St. Matthew's. But she just couldn't man-

age the time. Funding once again ran out,

and the counseling job disappeared.
'There I was again," she said. She be-

came Shelter Manager at IHS in 1991.
'That is one of the things I am most proud
of. We reorganized and revamped the

place for two years."

Meanwhile she had liturgical connec-
don with Waildki Chapel, where she soon
became vicar. She worked in substance

abuse treatment centers and was Sub-

stance Abuse Coordinator for the Hawai'i

Paroling Authority, coordinating those out
on parole with substance abuse issues and

monitoring their treatment. Funding ran
out on that.

At this time she met her future hus-
band, Willis Moore. Bishop Richard
Chang was now bishop. "Dick knew my
competence. It was time to get out ofpub-

lie safety and time to go work with the
church seriously." She was called to St.

Luke's in Honolulu, but both the congre-

gation and she agreed it did not fit. Her
mother died in 1999 and in 2000 she took
a leave of absence to deal with her father.

"As the only child and daughter it was my
responsibility to care for him." She accept-
ed a call to St. Stephen's, Wahiawa as
priest-in-charge.

She attended CREDO, a program for
clergy to assess theu- ministry, took Interim

Ministry Network Training, and was a
deputy representing Hawai'i at the 2000
General Convention. She was elected a
member of the diocesan council and
chaired its resource development depart-

ment.

Starting and stopping has been a thread
for her mmistry. She knows what kind of
energy that takes to craft a career.

I am not willing to go along to get
along. It's a maze to go through. Integrity

is a strong value for me," she says. "It is not

overt resistance but covert resistance that I

got smarter about through the years."

Is being an Episcopal priest part of her
identity?

Sometimes. Sometimes not. "God's

reign is manifest in the world. You do that
at the altar, proclaim and personify."

This is her fifth year as pastor at St.
Stephen's. It is a record.
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Schaefer
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Church. "Isn't that cool?" she says.

Paying tuition for seminary involved
creativity and work. Since she could not
pay tuition, did not have the support of the
diocese nor approval of her bishop, she
was unable to get scholarships from any

other source.

"I had to figure Out some other way to

pay for it. I talked Dean Borsch into creat-

ing a student work study program. They
ditched a lot of the hired help and turned
to students for help. I took over the refec-

tory, ran it, supervised cooks and dishwash-

ers (none of whom had done that before).
AU were seminary students. We did all the

buying, meal planning, and cooking."
She also worked as a security guard for

the General Theological Union (GTU),

the larger campus of which CDSP is a part.
Nighdy security rounds opened her eyes to
homelessness. She tried an unsuccessful at-

tempt at opening a seminary room for
housing homeless.

"I got in trouble with students in the
dorm, for that one," she says.

Through the efforts of Lou Campbell,
that CDSP trustee from Maui, Browning
heard about Schaefer as he became bish-

op. Campbell paid Schaefer's way back to
the diocese to be in the procession of
Browning's ordmarion.

Following interviews, Browning ap-

pointed Schaefer, now with a Master ofDi-

vinity degree, as a layperson to work with
the Rev. Frank Chun at St. Peter's, Honolu-

lu.

"I really wasn't anticipating ordinarion,
but the people at St. Peter's and Em-

manuel thought I should. I struggled with
that for a while. Eventually I put my name
in for deacon."

Meanwhile^ in 1977, after 10 years with-
out a priest, parishioners at Grace Church,

Moloka'i held a workshop to discern the
gifts they wanted in a full time priest.
Schaefer was a member of a task force on

mission strategy presenting at that meet-

mg.

"When we left, Ed [Browaing] gave
them the names of people he'd chosen."

The congregation told the bishop they
wanted Schaefer. He said no, she's a dea-

con and they don't manage congregations.

"Choose one of the guys I'd given you,"

Schaefer recalls he told them. 'They said
no. They were very firm. They wanted to

call me."

"So, I had to go back to the Commissiou

on Ministry, the Standing Committee and,
after prayer, I would be ordained a priest to
come here."

As a deacon she felt called to work in
hospital chaplaincy and with the elderly at
St. Peter's, which all blended well with her
previous history and work.

"God completely surprised me with
Grace Church. And here I am, 28 years lat-

er. It is not on the career ladder track for

most people. That's why God is so wonder-

ful. He does the match so perfectly. I have
been gready blessed to be here all this
time. I get to see fruit from things I did 20-

odd years ago. You are able to see some-

thing small you did for a family 20 years
ago and provide an impact through gener-
ations, who are still believers. It's a great

Collect for the
Anniversary of the

's
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The Rev. Lynefte Schaefer has served at Grace Church on Moloka'i since 1977, when she
was ordained. She has enjoyed the long stay at the same church: "I get to see fruit from
things I did 20-odd years ago," she says.

gift"

For nearly 30 years, Lynette has been
married to Scotty Schaefer, whom she mar-
ried between her deacon and priest ordi-
nations in 1977. Working as a Honolulu
garbage man to earn a living and as part of
a team for Young life at the Kaimuki Evan-

gelical Church, Scotty became a Mobile In-
tensive Care Technician upon moving to
Moloka'i when he discovered there were

no paramedics on the island. In 2004, he
worked on a special project to bring air
medical transport to the Moloka'i, Maui
and Lanai communities among the islands,
helping cement a public-private partner-
ship to provide much-needed expanded
medical care.

"He's uniquely gifted to bring those
partners together who didn't know they
were partners," Lynette says.

The couple had three adopted chil-
dren, a son now working on O'ahu, and a

daughter at school in Oregon. A daughter,

Kanani, died at age 17. Born with a heart
defect and Down Syndrome, doctors pre-

dieted she would live only months. "She
ended up being the most wonderful per-
son I've ever known," Schaefer says. Her

ashes are scattered at Camp Mokule'ia,

where Lynette and her family spent sum-

mers at church camps.

"Dick and Dee Chang came to my
daughter's interment at Mokule'ia, when

he was interviewing for the bishop's posi-
don," Schaefer says. "We lived through a lot

of common ministry together. It has been

wonderful to have Dick here as my bish-
op."

As the Episcopal Church struggles with
upheaval in the 21st century, Schaefer has
struggled as well.

'The role today of women in the

church, I was not part of that fight. My fight
was completely interior and it was between
me and the Lord. Now I am so much more

blessed than I had ever been had I had my
way. I thought I knew what I wanted to do.
He had his plan. He had His way."

"Now my role is just trying to be faithful.
I struggle with that ever since General Con-
vendon said yes to confirming the election

ofanoncelibate unmarried [homosexual]

priest as bishop, it is extremely difficult for

me. Our congregation is in a very different
place than most of the Episcopal Church.
We contmue to be faithful m our reladon-

ship with the diocese without compromise.
Because we are pretty biblically-centered
congregation, I see my ministry as equip-

ping the saints for their batdes out there in
the world. I am not called to be a political
activist, but some of my folks are, so I have

to equip them to know who they are serv-

ing when they do aU that. Fighting good

versus evil, which is literally what some of
them are doing."

Schaefer attended a meeting of the
conservative Episcopalians, American An-

glican Council, in Dallas in 2004, and
found it "probably one of the best church
meetings I've attended.

"I've always fulfilled my ordination vows
— was a deputy to General Convention,

done it all, local, diocesan, national — and

see us extremely connected in the Angli-

can Church. We are not a congregational

church. We have a larger, wider, vision of

church."

"So, I'm still here. God hasn't told me to

go anywhere else. Just before my daughter
died God told me to step back. I thought it
meant to leave the ordained ministry and I
couldn't figure that out."

What Schaefer discovered was it meant

to stop doing everything herself, she says.
"I had to step back. Really let people be the
body of Christ. Here. By the time Kanani
died, people did it. I was able to not be in
the picture, others were doing everything.
It was a realty quick transition because God
did it. I had no idea at the time that it was
for my benefit. I thought it was a threat."

After the 2003 General Convention de-

cisions, Schaefer says the Lord again gave
her the same message to step back. Within
10 minutes, from two men, separated by

thousands of miles, she heard: "Feed my
sheep."

"So, I'm sdll here. Still stepping back ...

and stepping up to the plate. Crying to con-
nectwhen stuff is thrown at me."

Ordination

Most holy and loving God, you sent
your Child Jesus Christ that there
might no longer be slave or free, Jew
or Gentile, male or female: Be with us
this day as we rejoice in the
ordination of women to the
diaconate, priesthood, and
episcopate, giving thanks for their
ministry among us. Fill our hearts
with gratitude for those who worked
and prayed unceasingly for the full
and equal participation of women in
our church in both holy and lay
orders. Strengthen those who still
struggle for the full inclusion of
women in holy orders in their
diocese; in the name of the Source,
the Word, and the Spirit.

Books on women
in the Episcopal Church
These books are available from the
Episcopal Book/Resource Center, 815
Second Ave., New York, NY 10017;
(800)-334-7626; or order online at
www.episcopalbookstore.org

• FREEDOM IS A DREAM: A
Documentary History of Women in
the Episcopal Church, edited by
Sheryl A. Kujawa-Holbrook (Church

Publishing
Incorporated, New
York, 2002, 319
pages, $26.00)
From the publisher:
"Sheryl Kujawa-
Holbrook has culled
through 200 years
of documents,

speeches, and interviews to assemble
the remarkable material collected
here. Included are such writings as
Sojourner Truth's impassioned
speech for women's rights at one of
the first national conferences on the
topic; Elizabeth Cady Stanton's call
for the creation of a Woman's Bible;
and a powerful sermon from Paul!
Murray, the first African American
woman ordained to the priesthood."

• LEADING LADIES: Transformative
Biblical Images for Women's
Leadership, by Jeanne Porter
(Innisfree Press, Inc., Philadelphia,
2000,158 pages, $13:95)

From the publisher:
"Leading Ladies
presents
transformative
images that
recognize women
who lead in all walks
of life and expand
our definition of

'leader.' Dr. Porter introduces four
female archetypes from the Bible who
honor women's experiences and
perspectives: The Midwife (Puah and
Shiprah), helps birth ideas and
dreams; The Choreographer (Miriam),
brings people together to celebrate;
The Weaver (Deborah), braids
together her vision for the future; The
Intercessor (Esther), advocates on
behalf of others."
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Military families build
memories at special camp
By David Kennedy

Building community, sharing the beau-

ty of Hawai'i and talking about having
loved ones in war zones brought dozens of

military families to Camp Mokule'ia in

May.

The camp was for families of military
personnel who have been deployed to Iraq
or Afghanistan. Seventy-five people attend-

ed, including staff. Some were spouses and

children of deployed military personnel,
others were families with a family member
who had recendy returned from Iraq. Two
families from Kaua'i and one from the Big
Island attended; the rest were from O'ahu.

The campers came from the Hawai'i
Army and Air National Guards, the Army
Reserve, and active duty Air Force, Navy

and Marme families. Most of the folks re-
ceudy returned were Marines who had

fought in Fallujahjust weeks earlier.
Friday evening was a time to unwind

and build community with sharing, group
icebreaker activities and explaming acdvi-
des available on Saturday and Sunday.

Families rose early Saturday, ready to
go. For the hardy there was a hike to Kae-

na Point that mcluded an historical narra-
tive. Activities included archery, a climbing
wall, a low ropes course for team building,

kayaking, canoeing, crafts, games, and

singing for the young ones, walking the
labyrinth (and pinning a yellow prayer rib-
bon in the center for their loved ones who

are in harm's way). There was also lots of

pool and beach swimming and free time.
In the late afternoon, while the chil-

dren had built sand casdes, the mothers
took advantage of spa acdvides (e.g. foot
massage).

After dinner there was a roaring carap-

fire with singing and making s'mores.

Those who were weary went to bed, while

others stayed up and chatted — sharing
thoughts, experiences and anxiedes.
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Hannah Brown puts yellow ribbons in the
center of a labyrinth to honor her father
and grandfather serving in Iraq during the
military families camp.

Sunday morning was a repeat of Satur-

day's opportunities with the addition of an
outdoor chapel service where each de-

ployed member was remembered by name
in prayer. The camp ended with lunch and
camp clean up.

As families departed, their expressions
of appreciation were heartwarming.

Many asked if there would be another
such camp and could they bring their
spouse when he returned home.

St. Andrew's Cathedral sponsored the

camp. Camp Mokule'ia donated its facili-

ties. The Honolulu Advertiser and Holy Na-

tivity, St. Andrew's Cathedral, St. Peter's,

Honolulu and St. Christopher's, Kailua,

were financial contributors. The Diocese

ofHawai'i provided neighbor island trans-
portation. Calvary Church, Kaneohe, sent

four families who provided childcare. The
nurse, a military volunteer, was being

packed and movmg from Hawai'i the day
after the camp ended.

An Army videographer captured the
entire weekend. Copies of the 5-6 minute

tape will be sent to each family.
Many thanks to the camp's planning

committee for their conscientious efforts

in making this opportunity available and
for assuring its success.

PEOPLE.COM

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Left to right: Emi Klapproth, Sue Ann Wargo, Andrew Tomimoto, Bishop Richard
Chang, the Rev. John Tanahara, Flo Sasaki, Shin Tanahara, Jane Tonokawa. Front,
left to right: Dee Chang, the Rev. Norio Sasaki, Mrs. Tanahara, Jane Ibara.

Two from Okinawa visit Diocese of Hawai'i
The Companion Diocese with OM-

nawa Commission met with Andrew
Tomimoto, chair of the Okinawa Com-

panion Diocese Committee and the Rev.
John Tanahara of St. Luke's, Okinawa,

May 17.
The two were in Hawai'i to meet with

Bishop Richard Chang and commission
members to evaluate the sbc-year rela-

donship between the dioceses.

They also attended Tanahara's son's

graduation from the University of
Hawai'i. The Changs hosted a dinner at
the Pacific Club for the participants.

Priory School for Girls senior, Emi

Klapproth served as interpreter, doing
"an outstanding job," said Jane Ibana,

chair of the commission.

Episcopal nun honored
Sister Cornelia Ransom, a former

teacher at St. Andrew's Priory School for
Girls, has been honored by Wells College
Alumnae Association for her outstanding

achievements within her religious com-
munity and the world outside.

A leader, mentor, teacher and staunch

believer in the role of women in society,

Sister Cornelia represents one who suc-

cessfully stands in the spiritual and secu-
lar world.

A graduate of the Aurora, N.Y college

class of 1951, Ransom became a nun after
teaching at the Priory School, entering in
1962 and taking a life vow in 1967.

Sister Comelia is a member of the Or-

der of St. Helena, a religious community

for lay and ordamed women in the Angli-
can Communion with convents in New

York and Georgia, (www.osh.org)

Robert "Moki" Hino

Hino graduates seminaiy;
named Seabury chaplain

Robert "Moki" Hino, graduated from

Seabury Western Theological Seminary,
Evanston, 111., on June 3.

Hino was one of 24 graduates, receiv-

ing a master of divinity degree.
Hino will become chaplain at Seabury

Hall prep school in Makawao, Maui be-

ginning Aug. 15.
He will be ordained a deacon by Bish-

op Richard 8.0. Chang on July 3 at St.
James, Waimea, Big Island.

Wedding congratuiations
Congratulations to the Rev. A. Patricia

Leo, deacon, and Don Reynolds on their

marriage on Saturday, June 4.

Pat has just retired from St. Francis
Hospital West but ndll continue to exer-
cise her diaconal ministry at the Church

of the Epiphany in Honolulu.
Don is senior warden at St. Stephen's

Church in Wahiawa. Pat's married name

will be the Rev. Pat Reynolds.

Named to Chaminade board
Bennette M. Evangelista, a member of

St. Paul's, Honolulu, and vice president

and regional director for Community Re-

lations for Actus Lend Lease, LLC,a na-

tional development company specializing
in military housing privatization projects,
was recendy appointed to the Board of

Regents at Chaminade University.

Nancy Tourk

Nancy Tourk
leaving HawaFi
youth ministry

Having worked and ministered the
past four years among youth and fam-

ilies of the Episcopal churches in
Hawai'i, Nancy Tourk is returning to

the Mainland to pursue further

church work and academic studies.

"The great thing about Hawai'i has
been the chance to really learn about
all aspects of the church — church

growth, congre-

gational develop-

ment, young

adult ministry,
multicultural
ministry, social

justice, and evan-

gelism. The list
goes on and on,"

Tourk says. "I am

not sure I would

have of experienced the same things
anywhere else in the country."

Tourk, director of youth and chil-
dren's ministries at St. Clement's for

the past two years, has been instru-

mental in organizing and staffing sev-

eral diocesan activides for the church,
including the 2004 summer teen vol-
leyball program and the Bishop's Ball
following diocesan convention.

She arrived in the diocese in 2001
to work as director of West Hawai'i
Youth Ministry on the Big Island.
There she coordinated programs for
at-risk teens from FiUpino, Hawaiian
and Japanese communides and devel-

oped youth programs for three Epis-
copal congregations.

"I am most grateful to have known

the youth — their passions, dreams,

heartaches, and connection to God,"

she says. "The youth here have been

so special, and I think I have been
ministered by them. I have loved
working both on the parish side and
volunteering on the diocesan side."

While in Hawai'i, Tourk has served
as a member of the Diocesan Council,

the Diocesan Youth Commission, vol-

unteered for Meals on Wheels, was a

member of the Big Island Drug Pre-
vendon Task Force, and of the St.

Clement s Peace and Justice Ministry.
"Serving on council and commis-

sions has opened my eyes to vast are-

nas of the church. To me this has been

a four-year "internship" in aU aspects

of the church. I am so lucky to have

had this opportunity. I am most grate-
ful to all the teachers I have come

across, especially Hollis Wright, Liz Zi-
vanov. Bishop Chang, Bob Fitzpatrick,
BeverlyAmjadi, and Sarah Moore."

Tourk, a 2001 graduate of the Uni-
versity of the South, Sewanee, Tenn.,

has a certificate in Youth Ministry and
Christian Education from the Episco-
pal Theological Seminary of the
Southwest in Ausdn, Texas, and has at-

tended graduate school at the Univer-
sity ofHawai'i at Manoa.
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Pat Aokj, left, and Brenda and George Kikuchi enjoy a festive evening at Christ Church,
Kealakekua, Hawai'i, to celebrate the opening of the Christ Church Community Center
in May.

Dining, celebrating new
building at Christ Church

Candles flickering on white Unen table
cloths decorated with gardenias floating in
crystal bowls welcomed Bishop Richard

Chang and his wife. Dee, and 80 guests at
the grand opening of Christ Church Com-
munity Center in Kealakekua in May.

After sampling the libations provided
by Meg Childs and Stephanie Ackerman,
the guests were treated to prime rib or
chicken Kealakekua prepared by parish-
ioners Dale and Glenda Hamilton. The
Olliephonic Horns had guests twirling
around the floor when not checking the
sUent auction table to increase their bids
on artwork, a snorkel trip, golf outings or
eyelash leis.

The evening was a culmination of a 20-

year- old dream. The plan at first was to re-

place the historic church with a new build-
ing. That caused such a communal uproar

that the idea was scrapped. Monies raised
at that time languished in a building fund
and were invested in the 90s rising stock
market. We had the seed money but stiU
needed a plan.

When the Rev. Carol Amey arrived in
1997, the focus shifted from the congrega-
dons' needs to the community's needs. In

line with part of our mission statement
calling for "active social concern," it

seemed obvious to the congregation that a

community center for the rapidly growing
population of South Kona would be the
perfect solution for us and for them.

Spencer Leineweber was hired to draw
up the plans and Alice Ann Rice came
aboard to lead the capital campaign with
Grade Ackerman and the late Sherwood
Greenwell as co-captains. Doug Edsonju-

nior warden, helped choose Territorial
Builders as contractors and was of im-

mense service in keeping communication

open between the parties mvolved.

The result is a beautiful 2,000-plus
square foot building with a commercial
kitchen, offices for the rector and secre-

tary, an,d three separate meeting rooms

that can be opened up into one large
room. A labyrinth just south of the build-
ing is being built as a memorial to the late
Glenn Mowry. The 10 a.m. service is held

here while the historic church is still used
for the 7:30 a.m. service.

Since opening, the center has been

used by church members and the public;
including the Early Music Society, Family
Support Services, the Department of Hu-
man Services and the U.H. Public Policy.
Mahalo to the volunteers who made the
banquet so successful.

St- Clements blesses renovations

Paul and Vi Loo, right, celebrat-
ed with the congregation of St.
Clement's at the blessing and

opening of the newly renovated
campus. Major benefactors of the

project, the Laos provided the
first major gift as well as two ad-

ditionat matching challenge gifts.
The entire project, which in-

votved gutting and completely
renovating the interior of the

1937 parish house, cost $1.5 mil-
lion. Funds came from individual

donors, the Cooke Foundation,
the Atherton Foundation, and the

Strong Foundation. The area in
front of the church and parish

house will be completely land-
scaped during the summer. PHOTO BY SARAH T. MOORE

day for women^at.lVlokule^ia
The gende breeze and rollmg waves

along North Shore of Camp Mokule'ia is
the perfect summer place to rejuvenate

your soul.

Daughters of the King extends an open
invitation to a Quiet Day for aU Episcopal
women to explore a deeper relationship

with Christ.

Scheduled for Sat., July 30, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., the event includes medita-

dons, light refreshments and fellowship.
Please RSVP by July 16 to Kala Holden
(672-4692; email: kala3@hawaii.rr.com)
or Shauna Jones (387-9156; email Celtic
Lady@Hawaii.rr.com) or

The Order of the Daughters of the
King is organized as a religious order.
Each Daughter takes a lifetime vow to live

by the Rule of the Order.
The Rule of Life requires a spiritual

discipline of daily prayer, service and
evangelism. The DOK is an order of
women who are communicants of the

Episcopal Church, churches in commu-

nion with it, or churches in the Historic

Episcopate.
To form a chapter in your parish, you

will need the approval of the clergy in
charge, three or more women who desire

to be members and contact with the
Diocesan President.

At least 12 weeks are needed to hold
the Study and is usually done under the
guidance of a woman who is already a
Daughter, in order to learn about the Or-

der and be prepared for admission.

St John s
luau big
hit
St. John's by-the-Sea
hosted its annua! luau
al Heeia State Park in
Kaneohe in April. WOTS
than 650 enjoyed the
best church luau food
in Hawaii, and more
than 2 hours of aimost
nonstop entertainment
from Martin Pahinui,
George Kuo and Keith
Cockett, lead by the
congregation's own
Paul Lucas. Most
appreciated was the
willingness of the
audience to rise for the
enjoyment of all and
dance to the music of
the entertainers.
Proceeds of the luau
benefit the St. John's
Building Fund.
PHOTO BY SARAH T. MOORE

A piece of Hawaiian history
"Eha Ali'i Wahine: Four Royal

Women," an article about Queen Ka'ahu-

manu. Princess Bernice Pauahi, Queen

Emma, and Queen Lili'uokalani was pub:
lished in the April 2005 issue of TheHisto-

riographer, the quarterly journal of the Na-
tional Episcopal Historians andArcMvists
and of the Historical Society of the Epis-

copal Church.
The article was written by Willis

Moore, adjunct faculty at Chaminade
University and longtime Hawai'i resident
and historian.

The illustrated ardcle examines
Queen Ka'ahumanu becoming a Christ-

ian through the ministradons of Mrs.

Bingham, and how Bernice Pauahi and
husband, Charles Reed Bishop, were ac-

tive supporters of Kawaiaha'o Church
and supported the "new" Anglican Cathe-

dral Church of St. Andrew which has a
memorial window to them in the ambula-

tory.

Queen Emma and Kamehameha IV
are honored as the patrons of the Angli-

can/Episcopal Church in Hawai'i. Queen
Lili'uokalani joined St. Andrew's through

to the ministrations of Bishop Alfred

Willis during her palace imprisonment.
Each of these four women not only in-

fluenced their time, but through their
legacy continue to influence life, health,
culture, and spirituality in Hawai'i today.

Emma's passion for Queen's Hospital
(now Queen's Medical Center) and St.
Andrew's Priory School for Girls are sup-
ported by her estate's earnings. Queen

Lili'uokalani left her estate for the benefit
of Hawai'i children; today, the
Lili'uokalani Trust is testimony to the
Queen's concern.

Princess Bernice Pauahi left nearly
400,000 acres of land in a trust for the
benefit of Hawai'i children. Today's

Kamehameha Schools are the sole bene-

ficiary of that trust and are. estimated to

be worth between $4 and $6 biUion.
Copies of this quarterly journal ardcle

are available. Send $2 to cover postage
and handling to: N.E.H.A. - Honolulu,

PO BOX 1698, Honolulu HI 96806.
(Please make check payable to:
NEHA/Pacific Heritage). Or send email
to willishamoore@hotmail.com.
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Large-pnnt Prayer Book
available on CD

Visually-impaired people find it hard, if
not impossible, to read The Book of Common
Prayerand other worship materials because
of small print.

These people may become so frustrated
that they attend church less or stop going
altogether.

The entire large print Book of Common
Prq.yer is now available on compact disk.

Formatted m Microsoft Word, the main
body in 18-point type.

While The Book of Common Prayer is avail-
able in regular-sized type on CD from
Church Publishing Corp. (and on the In-

ternet), it can take quite a bit of time to
convert that material to large print and
repaginate (adapt the layout of pages for

the larger size type).
First prepared by Ann Dahlen for use at

Trinity Episcopal Church, Rock Island, 111.,
the large print material was later used for
worship services during the Diocese of
Quinq' Synod Conventions. Dahlen offers
the CD free to any diocese, parish, or per-
son who wants one. The only cost is

postage. Donations, however, would be ap-

predated.

To order, send a self-addressed 6x9-inch

envelope with three 37-cent stamps at-

tached (four, if it's a padded envelope) to:
Ann Dahlen, 1900 6th Avenue, Apt. 513

Rock Island, IL 61201. For more infor-
mation email: largeprinthelp@aol.com.

Hawaiian Church Chronicle
receives Polly Bond awards

SALT LAKE CTTY, Utah - The Hawai-
ian Church Chronicle received six national
awards for outstanding journalism at the
annual meeting of the Episcopal Commu-
nicators in April.

The diocesan newspaper received two

Awards ofMerit: Original Graphics (the lei

Qag/masthead on page one) and Creative
Treabment of a Routine Subject (coverage
of the annual meeting of convention,

Dec/Jan 2004); and four Honorable Men-

don awards: Photography, entire issue
(coverage of the annual meeting of con-
vention Dec/Jan 2004); single photo (Boat
Cruise Forms Leaders, May 2004); layout
(Making Mandoo at St. Luke's, June
2004); and Honorable Mention for Gener-
al Excellence, award for three successive is-

sues. May, June, July/August 2004.
Named for the late religious journalist

Polly Bond, the awards honor entries for
special achievement in church communi-

cations. Hundreds of entries were submit-

ted from throughout the United States.
The Chronicle is judged in the newspaper
category, below 12,000 circulation, and
competes with the largest number of
diocesan publications across the country.

Nearly 120 communications profession-
als in Episcopal Church ministries met at
the Salt Lake City Center Hilton April 27-
30, commg from every province of the
Episcopal Church USA — including El Sal-
vador and Panama - to learn and share un-

der the theme "Communicating in Real
Time: Yesterday.. .Today.. .Tomorrow."

The annual meeting is designed to help
members improve themselves as well as

network with one another regarding new

ideas. There are more than 250 members

Rag doll outreach IVIembers of St. James'
Episcopal Church con-
gregation participated
in a formal blessing of
nearly 50 specially de-
signed cloth dolls as
part of a national pro-
gram Rag Dolls 2 Love,
to share God's love
with children in war-
ravaged countries.
Shown here with Pastor
Tony Litwinski are (1-r)
Irene Kubo, Kitty
Budge, Claudie Lui and
Can Rufo.

PHOTO BY JACQUE MILLER

Beasley

of the organization.

Editor Sarah Moore attended the meet-
ing and accepted the awards on behalf of
the diocese and Elizabeth House, designer
of the Hawaiian Church Chronicle.

Beasley new communications
officer and St. John's vicar

The Rev. Elizabeth Beasley has been ap-
pointed communications officer of the
Diocese of Hawai'i and the vicar of St.
John's-by-the-Sea, Kahaluu, O'ahu, by

Bishop Richard S.O. Chang, beginning
July 1.

"I am thankful for

the privilege that
each of these posi-

tions represents:

serving a church

with the rich tradi-
dons ofStJohn's-by-

the-Sea, and serving

the diocese as a

whole through the
avenue of communi-

cations," Beasley said.

Beasley has been serving as interim rec-

tor of All Saints Church, Kapa'a, Kaua'i,

since 2002. From 1999 to 2001, while vicar
of St. George's Church, Pearl Harbor, she

was the editor of the Hawaiian Church
Chronicle.

In addition to being a priest, Beasley
has been involved in the field of publishing

for the past 25 years, having worked as a
hand printer, associate editor for a scientif-
ic publication, and freelance copy editor
and proof reader for religious publishers,
including the New Interpreter's Bibk, Abing-
don Press, and Paradete Press.

She and her husband. Kirk, plan to live
on the Windward side ofO'ahu.

New web postings,
episcopalhawaii-org

The dmeline for the 2006 Budget
Process, now underway, may be found on

the website under the Treasurer's page or

Church Resources.

Guidelines for Catechists and Eucharis-
dc Ministers and Eucharistic visitors also
are posted under Church Resources under
the Commission on Ministry heading.

Chronicle address updates
Churches in the diocese should receive

a master list of the people in their congre-
gation, community and friends who re-

ceive the Hawaiian Church Chronicle and

Morgan

Episcopal Life.
This is maintained byAFL Printing, the

printing partner with whom the diocese
works. Church administrators, volunteers

and clergy should go through these lists
and update, add and delete names and re-

turn to AFL.

This may be done electronically by
email. Please keep an eye out for this com-

munication over the summer.

For subscription address questions,
send email to elife@aflwebprintmg.com.

Dr. Donn iViorgan to keynote
Advent Clergy Conference

Dr. Bonn Morgan, Dean and President

of the Church Divini-
ty School of the Pa-
cific, will lead the
conference, tided,

Treaching from the
Old Testament," Dr.

Morgan is also pro-

fessor of Old Testa-
ment at CDSP. This
conference at

Mokule'ia will offer
residendal and commuter pardcipation.
Registradon mformation will be available
in early October.

The Conference begins Sunday, Dec.
11 at 6 p.m. and wiU run through 4 p.m.,

Tuesday, Dec. 13

Eleven youth and four adults
to attend EYE in July

About 1,200 young Episcopalians will
gather at Berea College in Berea, Ky. in
July for the national Episcopal Youth
Event.

Representing the Diocese of Hawai'i
will be Sarah Foltz, Eric Pasalo, Jonah

Romero, Santiago Brody and Jason
Viernes, all from Trinity by the Sea,
Wailuku, Maui; Tucker Haworth and Han-
nah Ishida, St. Clement's, Honolulu; Nina

Pastores and Angela Pastores, Resurrec-

tion, Hilo, Hawai'i; Ross Rentrop, Episco-
pal Church of West Kaua'i; and Micah
Woody, St. Christopher's, Kailua.

Adults participating in the event in-
dude the Rt. Rev. Richard Chang, the Rev.
Moki Hino, Seabury Hall, Makawao, Maui,
Carrie AUport, St. Peter's, Honolulu, and

Moani MiUer, St. Nicholas, Kapolei.

CD ministry
St. Peter's in Honolulu recently installed

a Sony CD recorder on the pulpit, enabling

the worship service to be recorded.

CDs may be given to parishioners un-

able to be in church or who have trouble

hearing. The church has made CD players
available for loan with headsets.

This is part of the media ministry of the

church, which also includes new Base
speakers in the sanctuary and speakers in

an mfant center which will be a glass en-

closed area for parent/chUd care during
services.

Summer Bible Schools
St. John's, Kula, will host a Family Vaca-

rion Bible School July 25-29 from 6:30-8:30
p.m. each night. Activities will include ad-
ventures appropriate for each age and
awareness level as people learn about the

Episcopal faith expression and the Bible.
St. Andrew's Cathedral wiU host a Vaca-

don Bible School in August for youngsters
ages 5-12. The VBS will be held each day

from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. each day, Aug. 15-

19, with a theme of "All in the Family." Reg-
istration is available by calling the cathe-
dral at 524-2822, ext. 215, or emailingjen-
ny Wallace atjennywallace@hawaii.rr.com.

You can also visit the cathedral website:
www.saintandrewscathedral.net.

St. Nick welcomes staff
St. Nicholas in Kapolei welcomes a new

worship leader, Seth Kerlin, to join the

congregation in July, according to the Rev.
HblUsWright.

Kerlin and his wife Laura will move to
Hawai'i from Regent College in Vancou-
ver, British Columbia, where Seth is finish-
ing a Master of Divinity degree.

With a background in music and expe-
rience in youth ministry, Seth will lead the
band, work musically with teens and chil-
dren, and address music for a second wor-

ship service, in addition to other responsi-

bilities at the church.

Interim worship leader, Peter Maertens,
will continue to be part of congregational
leadership.

All Saints plans anniversary
AU Saints' Church m Kapa'a on Kaua'i

is planning an 80th Anniversary Celebra-
don with a ho'olaule'a.

The week-long celebration will begin
with a Sunday Eucharist service on Aug. 7
and continue through the week.

Planned activities include an open
house, plant sale, and a Wednesday Eu-

charist commemorating the history of

Queen Emma and the Hawaiian royalty's
relationship with the Episcopal Church in
Hawai'i.

Gifts to the church from Queen Emma
win be on display and the congregation
will offer tours of the historical buildmgs
on the church grounds.

The ho'olaule'a will be Saturday, Aug.

13, featuring music, games, food and
much more.

Bishop Richard Chang, a former rector,
will celebrate the closing Sunday Eu-
charist, which ako will commemorate the
veterans who served the country by read-

ing the honor roll and inviting their fami-
lies to join in this special service.

For more information, please call Mary

Smith: 821-2878 or the church office, 822-
4267.
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Ascension Day at the Priory

PHOTO BY KARA FLANNERY, COURTESY CHURCH PENSION GROUP

Each year, the coral shell cross in the courtyard at St. Andrew's Priory School for Girls gets a flowered
covering. The cross is first covered with a doth to prevent damage to the coral shells.

COMING SOON
(EVENTS AROUND THE DIOCESE)

www.episcopalhawaii.org/calendar/calendar.php

juiy
July 4 Fourth of July holiday, Bishop's Office closed

July 16 Diocesan Council, St. Andrew's Cathedral

July 17-221 Provincial Synod,Portland, Ore.

July 26-31 Episcopal Youth Event, Berea, Ky.

July 30 Women's Quiet Day, Camp Mokule'ia

AUGUST
Aug. 13 Diocesan Council, St. Andrew's Cathedral

80th Anniversary Ho'olaule'a, All Saints,
Kapa'a, Kaua'i, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Missions Conference, Calvary, Kaneohe, O'ahu,
9a.rn.-4 p.m.

SEPTEMBER
Sept.. 4 Choral Evensong, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrew's

Sept.. 11 Fall UTO Ingathering

Sept.. 17 Diocesan Council, St. Andrew's Cathedral

Oct. 22 ECW Annual Meeting, St. Andrew's Cathedral

Oct. 28-29 Annual Meeting of Convention, Maui

For a full schedule of events, activities and meetings around the
Diocese, check out the Calendar of Events on the diocesan
website: episcopalhawaii.org. Event submissions are welcomed.

POSITIONS OPEN
Rector, All Saints', Kapa'a, Kaua'i (parish): Profile
complete and posted on diocesan web site. No longer
receiving names.

Priest-in-Charge, Holy Innocents, Lahaina, IVSaui (aided
parish): Preparing search.

Rector, Holy Nativity, Honolulu (parish): Search Task
Force formed.

Rector, St. iVlichael's and All Angels, Lihue, Kaua'i
(parish): No longer receiving names.

Vicar, St. Augustine's, Kapa'au, Big Island (mission):
Receiving names

Completed profiles of open positions are posted on
www.episcopalhawaii.org. Contact Canon to the Ordinary Bob
Fitzpatrick at 808-536-7626, ext. 1 10; or email
RLFitzpatrick@episcopalha waii. org.

Consider donation to ministry of communications
Dear friends,

' The May issue of Hawaiian Church

Chronicle included an envelope for you to
consider donating to the work of com-

munication in the Diocese of Hawai'i.

This past year has brought you many col-
orful stories, as well as informative pieces

of our life together in these islands in the

paper.

We work to provide up-to-date news

and links to news across the church in

our website, episcopalhawaii.org. We

draw your attention to those postings

through monthly E News of the Episco-
pal Diocese ofHawai'i.

My gift to the annual appeal;

D sioo a $so a $25 D $15 D Oitier S_,
Please make ^hecte payaltls to: tlawaiiait Clmrefl Ciiroaicie

Our budget depends on contribu-

tions to continue this ministry. There is

no subscription price for the Chronick. It
comes to you as a member of one of the

39 congregations in die diocese or as a

friend of the ministry here. The website
is out there for all to use it, anytime.

Over the past year, the staff of the

Chronicle continued to aim higher and

raise the standard — to engage, inform,

inspire and chronicle for posterity, the

life and ministry o f the people of the

Episcopal Church in Hawai'i. Color is in

every issues. Features bring you stories of

fellow Episcopalians living out this Ufe of

faith.

In partnership with web developers
West Coast Technologies, our web site

has progressed to provide you with news
of people and ministries, resources to

help you with those ministries, and a

place to go to learn about the Episcopal

Church and see what's going on in the

diocese.

As I leave this vital ministry, I would

like to know it will continue. Good things

are started, but there is much more to

do. The Chronicle is in good hands with
new editor, the Rev. Liz Beasley.

It is important to build on this pro-

gram that adds so to our life in this dio-

cese, both electronic and print. We need

you support.

Please consider a donation this

month to support the mission and min-

istry of communications in this diocese.

And keep this ministry in your prayers.

Sarah T. Moore, editor

Communications Officer
for the Bishop of Hawai'i
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